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{Excerpt} The Eighth CPCZ Congress was hesd in the Lucerna Hall in Prague-Nove 
Mesto 26<3) Mareh 1046, Tt wae attended by 1,038 full delegates and 128 alternate 
delegates; aleo present were delegations of 12 communist and workers parties 
from Buropean countries. in mid-March 1946 the CPCZ had 1,159,164 members. 







The congress evaluated the role played by the CPCZ during the nat ional-liberation 
struggle against Nazi occupation and the results of the party's work in 
strengthening the people's democratic republic. Under the slogan “To enlarge 
and strengthen the power of the working clase in Crechoslovakia,” the congress 
adopted 4 strategical-technical policy for the transformation of the national 

and democratic revolution into 4 socialist revolution. The congress aleo adopted 
the new by-laws. 




















The Ninth CPCZ Congress was held in the Industrial Palace in Praque-Holesovice 
25-29 May 1949. It wae attended by 2,068 full delegates and 278 alternate 
delegates; in addition present were 31 delegations of communist and workers 
parties from socialist and capitalist countries. 


in May 1949 the CPCZ head 2,311,066 members and candidates. 


The Ninth CPCZ Congress adopted 4 general policy for building sociaiies in 
Ceechoslovakia. This policy of building the foundations of socialism in our 
country was summarized in ten points in 4 report delivered by Klement Gottwald. 
The main cuphasi«c was on building the aaterial-technical base of socialien 
through the realization of the Firet Five-Year Plan. Its goals was the construc- 
tion and reconstruction of industry, the socialist transformation of the country- 
side, and the igprovement in the standard of living of the working people. Great 
attention was paid to the questions of the socialist cultural revolution. Close 
alliance with the USSR wae the basis of our foreign policy orientation. Our 
basic goal was to build an ideologically united and organizationally strong and 
viable party and to apply ite leading role in all spheres of social life. The 


congress adopted the new by-laws. 


The Tenth CPCZ Congress was held in the Industrial Palace in Prague-Holesovice 
li-15 June 1954. It was attended by 1,39) full delegates and 117 alternate 








delegates and by 32 delegations of communist and workers parties from socialist 
ond capiteliat countries. In June 1954 the CPCZ had 1,489,234 members and 
candidates. 


The congress evaluated the results of the F ret Five-Year Plan and confirmed 
the correctness of the general policy laid down at the Ninth CPCZ Congress 

and made this policy @ore specific. it adopted a program of economic measures 
whose purpose was to eliminate imbalances in the national economy and laid down 
the casks for a substantial increase in agricultural production and for the 
adoption of socialist forms in the villages. It emphasized the need for a 
struggle against hostile ideologies and stressed the necessity for improved 
intraparty democracy through a collective leadership of all party organs. 


The Eleventh CPCZ Congress was held in the Industrial Palace in Prague-Holesovice 
18-21 June 1958. It was attended by 1,327 voting delegates and 98 alternate 
delegates; in addition, present were 53 delegations of communist and workers 
parties from socialist, capitalist and developing countries. In January 1958 the 
CPCZ had 1,422,199 members and candidates. 


The congress evaluated Lhe results achieved in building socialism and concluded 
that Czechoslovakia basically succeeded in eliminating exploitation of man by man. 
The completion of building socialiem in Czechoslovakia was adopted as the main 
priority. The congress also stressed the significance of a continuous growth of 
the leading and organizational role of the party and of a broader acceptance of 
Leninist principles and norms advocated by the party. 


The Twelfth CPCZ Congress was held in the Congress Palace in Prague-Holesovice 
4-8 December 1962. It was attended by 1,568 voting delegates and 94 alternate 
delegates and 68 delegations of fraternal communist and workers parties from 
socialist, capitalist and developing countries. In October 1962 the CPCZ had 
1,660,819 members and candidates. 


The congress discussed the reasons for the difficulties in the national economy 
and the waye out. It laid down the asain directions for a multifaceted development 
of a socialist society. It approved the new party statutes. It spelled out 

ite full support for a peace effort of the Seviet Union and offered a fuil 
backing for the efforts to strengthen the unity of the international communist 
movement. it emphasized the significance of the ideological work of the party. 


The Thirteenth CPCZ Congress was held in the Congress Palace in Prague-Holesovice 
}l May - 4 June 1966. It wae attended by 1,477 voting delegates and 53 alternate 
delegates and 77 delegations of fraternal communist and vorkers parties, and 
other progressive parties from socialist, capitalist and developing countries. 

In January 1966 the CPCZ had 1,696,002 members. 


The congress adopted a document entitled “For further multifaceted development 
of our soctalist society.” It made apre specific the resolutions adopted by 
the CPCZ Central Committee concerning the new system of management of the 
national economy and approved a series of resolutions concerning the party's 
agricultural policy, the position and role of the national committees, problems 








7 See ee 2 —— — — 


of the international communist movement, and the pressing taske of further 
development of socialist culture, It also amended the party statutes, 


The Fourteenth CPCZ Congress was held in the Congress Palace in Prague-Holesovice 
25-29 May 1971. It wae attended by 1,195 voting delegates and 115 alternates, 

77 delegations of fraternal communist and workers, national democratic and 
progressive parties, and a delegation of the editorial board of Probleme of 

Peace and Socialiem. In January 1971 the CPCZ had 1,194,19] members. 


The congress deciared the crisis period ended. It discussed a report on the 
party's activities and the development of society since the Thirteenth Congress 
and on further taske of the party, including the main directions of the economic 
policy for the 1971-1975 period. tt approved the political line the Central 
Committee had pursued since April 1969 which had guided the party toward overcom- 
ing the crisis period and toward the revival of the Marxist-Leninist character of 
the party. It approved the documents adopted at the December 1970 plenum of 

the Central Committee, namely, the “Lesson from the crisis development in the 
party and soctety in the period following the 13th CPCZ Congress” and the 
"Resolution concerning the pressing questions of party unity.” it also approved 
partial changes in the party statutes. The resolutions adopted by the congress 
spelled out a program for building a developed socialist society in Czechoslovakia. 


The Fifteenth CPCZ Congress was held in the Congress Palace in Prague-Holesovice 
12-16 April 1976. It was attended by 1,215 voting delegates and 33 alternates 
and 88 delegations of fraternal communist and workers, national democratic and 
progressive parties. in January 1976 the CPCZ had 1,381,090 members and candi- 
dates. 


The congress approved the "Report on party activity and the development of society 
since the l4th CPCZ Congress and on future taske of the party” and the "Directives 
for economic and social development in the CSSR during the 1976-1980 period." 

It gave 4 more concrete character to the program for further building of a 
developed socialist society inthe area of economic and social policy of the party, 
the development of a socialist state and the entire political system of society, 
and the improvement of the party's internal life and its leading role in 
international relations. At its closing session the congress approved an 

appeal entitled “Por solidarity with fighters against imperialiem, fascism and 
reaction.” 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


MILITARY EFFECTIVENESS OF U.S. CHEMICAL IRRITANTS ANALYZED 


East Berlin ZEITSCHRIFT FUER MILITABRMEDIZIN in German Vol 21 No 6, Dec 80 
pp272-276 manuscript received 26 Jul 79 


[Article by Maj G. Dressler, MD, @edical officer: "On the Military Medical 
Fvaluation of the Chemical Warfare (CW) Agent Group--Irritante"”) 


|Text] Summary 


Animal experiments, epidemiological and clinical data in the 
literature on the toxicity of the CW warfare agent group, 
iriitants, were critically examined. The relatively minor 
toxicity found in animal experiments is contradicted by imme- 
diate and long-term damage found in operational use in combat, 
police actions and in self-protection. Toxicological and 
operational problems of increased toxicity of irritants are 
discussed. 


Irritants must be considered a permanent h. zard for soldiers and the civilian 
population in peace and war, being « special group of CW agents as used opera- 
tionally by armed forces - olice of the imperialist nations. 


Since their initial use in World War I, this group of agents has been — iy. 
improved and has increasingly been used in armed conflicts, e.g., in Vietnam’? '* 
and in police actions against demonstrators .'*+?° 


The purpose of this paper is to discuss the so-called harmiessness of these 
agents from the toxicological and pathophysiological standpoint. In these 
evaluations, the following irritants were considered to be most significant at 
thie time: 1-Chloracetophenone (CN), Chlorbenzylidenmalonitril (CS) and Dibenz 
(b,f) = 1,4 oxazepin (CR) 


Irritants are standard equipment of imperialist armies and, for the purpose of 
riot control, are also in use by the police forces of those nations. In some 
Western countries, they can be purchased over the counter as self-protection 























As a rule, irritants are classified according to the body organs primarily 
affected by them (Figure 1). Depending on concentration and effect, their 
lines of effect demarcation are quite vague. Changes in effect can also be 
obtained by modifying the method of application, 














Irritante 


(Short=-time incapacitante or harassing agente) 
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t 
Lacrymatore Sternatatore General Irritante 
Hybrid Compounds 
(Eye Irritante) (Nose-Throat (Vomiting Inducing 
irritants) Gases) 
e.g.: ON @.g@.: DM-Adamsite e.g.: CR 
"White Cross “Blue Cross 
Compounds" Compounds" 


Figure 1. Categories of Irritants 


In a description of poiice weapons'® in imperialist nations, a tabulation of 
irrigants was published which is excerpted and modified in Table 1. 


Data on toxicological parameters are essentially identical with those in the rest 
of the literature (e.g. e2e!ty, 





All irritants have the following characteristics in common: 


--in amall dosages, they lead to major effects, involving temporary inability 
to fight or act; 


-with short latency, they cause relatively short-lasting effects; 


~~tpete is a large difference between their lethal and disabling concentration 
(10°- 10°). 


Despite their moderate toxicity, publications reported about deaths or delayed 
morbidity®.'°,!3,'1,15,16,20 soon after the introduction of certain weapon sys- 
tems (e.g., the “chemical Mace” or the M 106 Mity Mite disperser) in the U.S. 
Army and increased use of irritants in armed conflict or in police actions. 
Amont others, Neilands'’ reports that blowing CS into tunnels and bunkers with 
the M 106 during the war against the Vietnamese people caused a number of deaths 
by asphyxia and lung edema. Other reports deal with deaths by overdoses of CR 
outdoors. !! 
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The following is a list of circumstances under which serious hazards and delayed 
morbidity must be counted upon when the CW agent group, Irritants, is used: 


— .ack of individual protection in case of high concentrations; 


~-Long-term exposure (ur.avoidably remaining in the exposure area of impossi- 
bility of escape due to injury); 


“high local concentration near the eyes or on the skin; 
~-repeated exposure with potential mutagenic, carcinogenic or teratogenic effects. 
Hazards can algo be caused by virtue of technical operational use problems: 


~-creation of phosgene and carbonyl chloride compounds when using compressed 
air as a propellant or chloroform as a solvent !*; 


--entering safe" field concentrations in military use, as for instance when the 
M 106 disperser is employed, ' 


Instructions for use are supposed to take the. tential hazards into account. 
For instance, the following instructions were prvu.ulgated for the FRG's North 
Rhine-Westphalia police forces: 


--do not use on targets at a distance of less than 2 meters; 
--do not use for more than 1 second; 
--do not use in unventilated rooms; 
~<treat casualties immediately after use.?° 

The same reference cites the dubious value of such safety instructions: 


After a police invervention with tear gas (CN) against antinuclear demonstrators 
in Brokdorf (FRG) 26 casualties required treatment by physicians. 


Apart from the primary effects of irritants, an additional aspect of damage must 
be considered: the triggering of secondary effects. These consist of the 
following: 


--panic due to psychological effects: 
-<triggering of psychosomatic effects; 


--retrospective reaction on premorbid or morbid conditions (e.g., exacerbation 
of asthma-related disease types or chronic bronchitis). 


Additionally, the triggering of hypersensitivity after the initial exposure 
must also be considered. ? 


The available literature’»*»®.’»'? cites three particular irritants for self. 
protection and for military and police use in the imperialist nations: 





=--Chloracetophenone (code designation: (N); 
~Chlorbenzylidenmalonitril (code: CS); 
-=Dibeng (b,f)=-1,4-oxazepin (code: CR), 


Chloracetophenone (CN), the so-called "classic" tear gas,'’ is today used pre- 
dominantly in police and self-protection agente in the Weat. Higher concentra- 
tions lead to dermatitis and chemical burns. Especially in closeup firing and 
high concentrations, severe eye damage is caused, — corrosive effect is 
probably caused by the chloric acid being formed.'® The corrosive effect is 
said to be found especially when micropulverised . is used, as is the case in 
self-protection weapons (tear-gas pen guns). * 





According to the literature’"> eye and skin damage by CN is considerably 
greater than from CS and CR. The same relationship existe with respect to 
inhalative toxicity. 


CN is chemically stable and slow to react. It is used in pyrotechnic compounds, 
aerosols or in solution. CN is the effective component of chemical Mace. In 
triggering a l-second spray, 2.5 gramsa of the compound, containing about 25 meg 
of CN, are discharged. The effect is immediate and is said to be of 25-40 
minutes’ duration. 


Local effect is increased by the a’ tion of a kerosene-type hydrocarbon mixture 
which produces a film of CN solutic -tnylehloroform is used as a opivent, 
among others. Inhalation of methylchioroform vapor re-uvlts in apathy. 


Chlorbenzylidenmalonitril (CS) 


This is today the most significant tear — in use by imperialist police and army 
personnel (the so-called super riot gas'’). Since CS has lacrimatory as well as 
sternutatory properties, it is counted among the hybrid irritants. In higher 
concentrations, it can cause second-degree chemical burns which are said to 

cause inability to fight or work for at least 10 days.’ CS causes primary 

effects upon the eye and the respiratory tract; in combination with skin mois- 
— it produces skin effects. Toxicity to the skin is less than that of CN. 

A special toxic effect is ascribed to the cyanogen groups of the radical.’ Ef- 
fects are slightly delayed (20-60 seconds). Modification of CS to micropulver- 
ized CS-1 causes irritation of the lower respiratory tract (sternutatory effect, 
pulmonary edema). A silicone additive to CS-1 creates the modification CS-2, 
which causes more extended disability. Its effects may last as long as 45 days.'’ 
Harmful effects on the eyes increase in equal concentrations in the use of Cs 
fogs, powders and solutions.° Sensitizing effects are repeatedly described.’»'5.!’ 
It is considered possible that harmful and lethal effects of CS are provoked by 
inhibiting several enzyme systems (primarily pyrovatdekarboxylase). Pain and 
cardiopulmonary disturbances after intravenous application of CS are said to be 
caused by stimulating Bradykinin activity.’ 


Dibenz (b,f,)-1,4-oxazepin (CR) 


CR is a general irritant. Eye effects commence immediately and last 2-5 minutes 
(li ht sensitivity may persist up to 24 hours). Because of its low toxicity and 
the combination of varied irritant effects it is considered an effective riot- 
control agent. 





The threshold comentration for lactimatory effects in animal experiments was 
shown to be 0.01 to 0.1 percent OR, compared with | percent for CN.” OR is 
much less toxic than ON and CB, 


CR can be used unadulterated as an aerosol, in aqueous solution or as 4 fog, 

in equal doses, the irritant effeet of CR in solution is greater than that of 
an aerosol or fog."+® The ratio of skin damaging activity ef CS to CR is 1:20, 
The following secondary psychosomatic effects were observed’; lowering of the 
heart rate (up to 25 percent), elevation of systolic and diastolic blood pres- 
sure, reepiratory distress and hysteric reactions, 


All three agente have the identical effect principle in common, The “irritation” 
effect, which is triggered by the organiem's reflex response, includes lacrima- 
tion, chest pain, vomiting and pains. Depending upon the contacted body tissues 
and the dose the following various irritant responses are provoked, as for in- 
stance under “normal field conditions”: 


— predominantly lacrimatory effect if the unprotected eye is principally 
affected; 


— predominantly sternutatory effect from exposure of the nasal nucous membrane 
and upper reepiratory tract (particle diameter greater than 0.5 ym); 


— predominantly sternutatory painful effect with danger of occurrence of 
pulmonary edema (particle diameter emaller than 0.3-0.5 um). 


The various irritation responses and mechanisms of intoxication, relative to 
method of administiation, are shown in Table 2. 


The pathophysiological effect mechaniem of irritant agents is not fully under- 
stood in all details. The following, partly complementary or potentiating 
effect factors are under discussion: 


--irritation of sensitive nerve ends (CR is said to be effective as 4 result of 
producing irritation of specific demyelinated nerve fiber segments of the skin®; 


--inhibition of enzymes containing the sulfhydryl groups; 


=-<neurotropic effects which, among other things, are blamed for ophthalmological 
aftereffects in use of CS and CN; 


-—eystemic effects (unsteady walk, vertigo, quecular tics, cramps, cardiopulmonary 
ef fects due to increased Bradykinin elimination in intravenous administration of 
cs’; 

“Cellular poisoning effect: chemical burn effect; 

-<triggering of allergic reactions; 


-<epecific effects of radicals (e.% , the cyanogen group of CS); 


-~—alkylating effects with danger of delayed effects of 4 mutagenic, teratogenic 
ot carcinogenic ature. 








oxication Yechseniens of Irritant Agents CN, CS. CR, Compiled From the Literature om 
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in evaluating the pathyphys'ological effects of irritant agents, there are 
differences between the results of laboratory animal experiments and their 
interpretations ”” and the clinical and epidemiological evaluations of human 
patients who had been exposed to the effects of irritants, **!%!® 


it has been found that the percentage of severe injuries and delayed effects, 
especially as a consequence of offensive use techniques and deployment st rate- 
Ries, are higher than one would be led to expect on the basis of toxicological 
laboratory experiments. This assumption is justified even in the absence of 
exact data on irritant agent concentrations in the combat sone or other employ-~ 
ment situation, The deciding factor is probably the fact that harrassing con- 
centrations determined for safe quantities of a weapon system by animal experi- 
mentation are exceeded in the practical employment of such weapon systems, 


The following reasons are given therefor: 


~<nigh local eoncentrations reached in close-range firing (especially in the eye 
area)’”; 


==long exposure times due to contamination of large areas; 


=-—obtaining a heavy general concentration by use of {o@ dispensers in shelters 
and unventilated roms: 





=--inereased reabsorption through special modification of irritant agents 
(e.@., CB=1); 


-—multiple exposures. 


These causes are essentially identical with the factors discussed earlier which 
serve to cast doubt upon 4 sweeping declaration that the CW agent group, 
irritants, is not dangerous. 


For instance, Buratowski and his colleagues® found the following effects in all 
Vietnam casualties who had been exposed at least twice to the effects of C5, 
CS-1, CS<2, CN, CNS, DM, BARE or BZ, in various degrees: 


— reduction in peripheral vision; 
-—decreased ability for dark adaptation: 
=--—corneal scarring: 

~-degenerative changes of the eye fundus. 


Without giving specific details, Neilands!? reports that in using the Mity Mite 
disperser in tunnels and bunkers, the U.S. armed forces in Vietnam caused 4 num- 
ber of deaths by asphyxia and pulmonary edema, and that in this manner of use 
the effectiveness of conventional weapons was obtained with an increased death 
rate. 


Hof fmann'® described 45 cases of his own and the literature about ophthalmo- 
logical tear-gas burns. His own cases dealt with injuries resulting from self- 
protection use. The patients’ hospitalization ranged from 7 to 69.3 days. in 
% out of the 45 patients, corneal cloudiness remained (8 leukomas, 11 maculas 
and 15 subeculas). 





A evitical survey of the Literature on the effects of the OW agent group, 
irritants, discloses the contradiction between low toxicity, mainly shown in 
animal experimentation, which has been used as 4 basis for stating that weapon 
system= containing irritants pose no danger, and actual injuries and delayed 
effects which have occurred in military and police actions and in self- 
protection, From the military medical standpoint, we find 4 necessity for 
becoming familiar with the damage profile in view of the aggressive imperialist 
forces’ undisguised intentions for continued use of these CW agents, It is of 
equal rtanee that efforte by the United States and other imperialist 
fhations’’ for the further development of this CW agent group be carefully 
monitored, 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


GROUND FORCES COMMANDER JUSTIFIED INTENSIVE MILITARY EXERCISES 
Kast Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLAND in German 14-15 Feb 81 p 1) 


|'Military Policy’ feature article by Col Gen Horet Stechbarth, deputy @inister for 
national defense; commander of ground forees: “Coneciously Acting Soldiers Fulfill 
the Clase Mission” | 


(Text) Our author was born in 1925, the eon of 4 emall farmer. 
On | March 1949, he entered the service, became squad leader, 
platoon leader and company commander. Later he became regi- 
ment and division commander and head of the Neubrandenburg mili- 
tary besirk. We graduated from the Soviet general staff academy 
and in 1972 became deputy minister of defense and chief of the 
ground forces. in 1951, he joined the SED. Since 1978, General 
Stechbarth has been 4 sember of the Central Committee. He has 
been honored as “Meritorious NVA Member.” 





in the epring of 1956, the firet division and the first regiment received the troop 
fiag from the hand of the then sinister of national defense, Col Gen Willi Stoph. 
Today's Hane-Beimler Regiment was the newly formed NVA's first regiment to pledge 
alliance to the GDR. 


Two and a half decades have passed since the founding of the NVA following the 

16 January 1956 decision by the People's chamber. In this historically short time- 
span, the ground forces has developed into a modern, effective and strong force, 
just ae had been planned. 


if we make 4 comparison today to the first years, it becomes clear that 411 branches 
(motorized infantry, tank, artillery and rocket troops, airborne troops, antiaircraft 
wnite), special troops (e.g. combat engineers, communication and chemical troops) 

and services (e.g. rear support) have changed completely. 


Modern Weapons Are Becoming More Complex 


There is nothing about today's motorized infantry which reminds one of the tradition- 
al infantry in which 4 soldier could get by with very few technical skills. The 

rifle has been replaced by automatic omall arms, armor<-piercing weapons have been 
added to the arms of the gotorized infantry. Motorized infantry troops are completely 
mechanized today. Amphibious, armored, all-terrain combat vehicles, equipped with 
cannons and guided antitank rockets, can be deployed quickly and effectively. 
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The Ted4, whieh the tank troops used during the first years, has been replaced grad= 
wally by the latest beviet tanks, which have gore advanced properties, Cyroscopi- 
Cally stebilized canons with automated distance-measuring and sight devices have 
considerably increased the effectiveness of the tanks, which can also be converted 
for underwater driving with «a few @anual changes. in addition to the auch improved 
ee ny such ae self-propelled howiteers, there are now tactical and strategic 
@issiles, 


The antiaireraft unite, the gost recently formed branch of the ground forces, was 
equipped at ‘iret with antiaircraft @achinegune and antiaircraft cannons. Over the 
years they received missile systems, and new mobile weapone with electronic fire= 
guidance systems, which enable them to successfully engage various aerial targets. 
Based on their excellent training and their sastery of modern arme and combat tech- 
nology, antiaireraft wnite, together with our national air defense, secure our air 


space, 


Since the NVA was from the very beginning conceived and built up a8 4 modern socialist 
army, even in the first yeare it corresponded essentially to the tendencies of the 
military revolution which began in the 1950's. Thanks tothe fraternal help by 

the Soviet Union, our NVA ground forces were equipped as well as the other fraternal 
armies a8 early ae 1956. When forming the NVA's sotorized infantry divisions, impor- 
tant knowledge of Soviet military science regarding organization and structure had 
been taken into account. The NVA useo experiences of the Soviet Army, which had 
replaced its mechanized and infantry divisions with @odern motorized infantry divi- 
sions. 


After the Eight SED Congress in 1971, @ new phase in the development of the NVA, 
and thus of the ground forces, began. One of ite essential characteristics is 

the growing demands made on personnel a6 a result of the large-scale introduction 
of complex weapons and automated guidance systems, of the ever-increasing number 
of electronic components used in weapons and devices. The role of email silitary 
collectives continues to increase because of the increasing complexity of modern 
weapons and weapons systems. Smooth cooperation within squads, crews and troops 
depends on the fact that everyone has mastered hie function to perfection and, if 
necessary, can substitute for his comrade. The physical and psychological demands 
placed on the individual fighter would also be higher. 


Creat Responsibility for Commanders 


Commanders play a decisive role in the struggle for a high degree of combat strength 
and combat readiness. Marshall Konev once wrote that the regiment commander “is 

the most important person in the army in peacetime, and the main battle organizer 

in wartime. There is no gore versatile commander than »e.” 


The commander of 4 motorized infantry regiment, for example. has under his units 

of all branches, special troops and services represented in the ground forces. He 
bears sole responsibility for their political and military training. Regiment com- 
manders are tried cadre, devoted to the party of the working class and to the people 
of the GDR. They have gained a solid military and theoretical education at the 
Friedrich Engels Academy or a Soviet academy which, in addition to their troop prac- 
tice, enables them to lead their regiments successfully under 411 conditions. 
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ihe successtul 25-year development of our branch confirms that people, above al}, 
with their conscious actions, their great political and military knowledge, their 
ability and their discipline, forge the combat strength of divisions, regiments and 
companies. Educated and guided by the SED, soldiers strive for high achievements 
in encialist competition during training. 


Soldiers and civilian employees participated in a manifold commitment movement, 
consisting mainly of the individual and collective struggle for the title of highest 
achie er in our nation’s greatest mase initiative to date, in preparation for the 
10th SED Congress, They put special effort into surpassing norms in combat training. 
Since the increase in military knowledge and skille and the greater control over mod- 
ern are and equipment which are required in the 1980's must be reached in the same 
training time ae in the past, greater intensity in combat training is a main concern 
of the competition. 


Maneuvere=-Schools for Comradeship-in-Arme 


important ie the initiative, “Mit with the First Shot (i.e., the first rocket or 
the first grenade), which had been called by the FDJ organisations of the ground 
forces. If one keeps in mind that, for example, in only 30 seconds, 4 modern tank 
can cover 300 to 500 &, 4 supersonic aircraft even 16 to 21 km, then it becomes 
apparent that this competition initiative directs iteelf especially to the current 
demands for a high degree of combat strength and combat readiness. 


The fundamental knowledge gained in our socialist educational system and experience 
gained in soctalist production, enable the majority of draftees to learn the opera- 
tion of complex weapons systems quickly. Knowledge gained in the GST's [Society for 
Sport and Technology| premilitary basic and career training are practically achieve- 
mente which make it possible for them to continue immediately with combat or special 
training after only 4 short basic training. All licensed military drivers of the 
ground forces, for example, have, without exception, received their license during 
GST career training. 


the ground forces’ 25-year history is closely tied to the growth and maturing of 

the close comradeship-in-arms with the ground forces of the Soviet Army and the other 
socialist fraternal armies. During 411 phases of development, the helping hand of 
our Soviet comrades could be felt and confident cooperation developed. Only | year 
after the first divisions of the ground forces were formed, the first joint maneuvers 
with the Soviet strike forces in Germany took place in the summer of 1957. Numerous 
other joint exercises and maneuvers solidified the basis of cooperation on the 
battiefield and became schools for socialist comradeship-in-arms. The most impor- 
tant maneuvers were: “Quartet 63," “October Storm 65," Comradeship-in-Arms 70," 

or “Comradeship-in-Aras 60." 


Today, every division of our branch maintains close and friendly relations to the 
division of Soviet forces stationed in Germany. They do outstanding work in inter- 
nationalistic education of soldiers, mainly in joint military training. When con- 
paring achievements and experiences, while doing political work or attending cultur- 
al functions and sports events, comradeship-in-arms becomes ¢ personal experience 
for the soldiers. 
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Today, every division of our branch maintains close and friendly relations to the 
division of Soviet forces stationed in Germany. They do outstanding work in inter= 
nationalistic education of soldiers, mainly in joint military training. When com- 
paring achievements and experiences, while doing political work or attending cul- 
tural functions and sports events, co cadeship=in-arms becomes 4 personal exper= 
lence for the soldiers, 


Revolutionary Alertness Always 


The NVA‘'s demand for combat strength and combat readiness increases in view of the 
intensified military political situation from aggressive circles of imperialien, 

the arms race pursued by them, and their new major political attack on socialien, 
NATO soldiers, equipped with modern arme and indoctrinated with anticommunist propa- 
ganda, stand ready for deployment on FRO territory. NATO nations, above all the 
United States and the FRC, are realising the long-term program of the imperialist 
military pact with their unequaled step-up in armament. 


For that reason, there must be no slowdowns or half efforts in our defense efforts. 
On the eve of the 10th SED Congress we, the soldiers of the worker and peasant power, 
confirmed our resolution to alwaye fulfill the military clase mission in honor. 

Thus, we contribute to the realization of the party's policy, which ie for the 
people's welfare and the protection of peace. This corresponds to a basic concern 
of our policy which was formulated by Erich Honecker, secretary general of the SED 
Central Committee, in his important Gera speech: We must always practice revolution- 
ary alertness and guarantee the defense capacity of our republic in the socialist 
defense coalition at the necessary level. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


GREATER EFFORTS URGED TO INCREASE COMBAT READINESS 
Rast Berlin MILITARRTECHINIK in German No 1, 1981 signed to press 14 Nov 80 pp 1-3 


[Article by Col Gen W. Reinhold, deputy defense minister and chief, Air Forces and 
Air Defense Command: "On the 25th Anniversary of the Pounding of the National 
People's Army (NVA): The Members of the NVA Air Porces/Air Defense Command Make 
their Contribution for Great Combat Power and Combat Readiness on the Side of 
Their Comrades-in-Arme" | 


[Text] On 1 March 1981, members of the NVA and GDR citizens will proudly celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of the founding of their army. 


Our NVA has developed into a modern, combat-ready army in those two and one-half 
decades. It ia a reliable military inetrument of power of the GDR working class, 
as well ae a respected, reliable and equal partner and comrade-in-arms of the 
Warsaw Pact defense coalition. In solid comradeship-in-arms with the Soviet Army 
and the other fraternal armies, it honorably fulfills its military class mission 
for the protection of soctaliem and of peace. 





Constant, consistent and intelligent leadership by the SED forms the basis of this 
successful NVA development. Our party, with ite military policy aimed at securing 
of peace and the reliable protection of socialiem, has always paid the necessary 
attention to the development of trained socialist military cadres and to modern 
armament and equipment of the NVA. It took into account Lenin's doctrine, that 
"the best army, men most dedicated to the cause of revolution, are destroyed in- 
stantly by the enemy, if they are not sufficiently armed, equipped and trained." 
(Lenin, W. I.: On @ Realistic Basie. In: WORKS, Vol 21, Berlin 1960, p 61) 


The GDR fulfills ite missions within the Warsaw Pact alliance at a strategically 
important combat sector in the community of socialist fraternal nations. At the 
line of confrontation between both world systems, and as the prime target of a 
possible aggression by NATO forces, it remsine absolutely necessary to achieve a 
standard of education, training, armament and equipment which guarantees the army's 
combat readiness in accordance with the demands of modern war. In every phase of 
our army's development, we were able to build on the all-encompassing fraternal 
help by the Soviet Union and the Soviet Army. The Soviet Army and the Soviet people 
have borne the main burden in the destruction of fascism. Our people have re- 
ceived freedom and peace as precious and defenseworthy gifts from the hands of 
Soviet soldiers. 
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If, on the occasion of the NVA's 25th anniversary, one thinks back today to the 
beginning of our development, to the complex conditions and innumerable difficul- 
ties which were overcome, it becomes ever more clear how much it means to have 
loyal friends and advisors, communists and comrades-in-arms at one's side, The 
hietory of the air force/air defense, ae well as the history of all individual 
armed forces and branches of the NVA, proves thie in many ways. Many young men 
came from the ranks of the working class party and of the Free German Youth group, 
with no or Little military qualification and experience, in order to do justice to 
their patriotic and internationalistic responsibility in the armed forces, in their 
hatred of fasciem and war. They were trained and led by comrades who had gained 
experience as communists and internationaliste in the clase struggles against 
fasciem and reaction. 


from @ historical perspective, 25 years is surely a short time span. But it 
merits retrospection from today's point of view. 


The development of a modern air force/air defense in the GDR was complicated under 
these conditions. Patiently, and with great sensitivity, inetructors of the Soviet 
Army taught us basic flight and technical skills in Soviet trainers, the Yak 18 
and, a little later, the Yak 11, which was already armed. They met us with trust 
and friendship and shared with ue their military knowledge and skills. Thus, many 
have benefited from this great source of strength to fulfill the mission of the 
party and the working class. 


The increased combat strength which the air force/air defense experienced after 
the introduction of efficient Soviet jets, placed high demands on the class 
consciousness, military skills and concrete knowledge of commanders, political 
officers, staff officers, pilots, technicians and ground crew. Those were the 
Soviet MiG 15 and MiG 17 tactical aircraft which have already become legendary. 
They reached speeds of between 1,050 and 1,145 km/hr. They could fulfill combat 
missions at maximum altitudes of 15,000 to 16,600 meters and were armed with 
cannons. They had a range of up to 2,200 km. Those were planes of a new genera- 
tion, planes which, like all Soviet-made planes, met the highest requirements of 
their time in terms of maneuverability and carrying capacity, and which our pilots 
liked to fly. 


The scientific and technical revolution had its effect on the military. Ina very 
short time, changes took place which placed new and increased demands on military 
specialists in all fields. A climax was reached at the end of the 1950's with 

the introduction of the MiG 19, the first supersonic reconnaissance planes. They 
reached speeds of 1,400 km/hr, a maximum altitude of approximately 20,000 meters, 
and were equipped with traditional cannons as well as guided and nonguided 
missiles. 


Our ‘arty and government has at all times taken the measures that were necessary 

in order to guarantee--together with our comrades-in-arms, the security of the GDR 
and of the socialist camp for the development of socialism. When our comrades of 
all ranks received high recognition, based on their achievements with modern combat 
technology during the "Comradeship-In-Arms 80" maneuvers, then this is an expres- 
sion of our development of our will and our combat readiness for the protection of 
socialism. 
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Plane and helicopter pilots, as individual fighters, can fulfill their mission only 
through the efforts of a large collective of specialiete of all categories, They 
lead the efforte of many men to success by fulfilling their missions in combat 
training and in the watch, Their experience has great educational value, The 
older ones among them=-I can say this from my own experience=-are proud that they 
have been part of and have mastered this development from the Yak 18 to the most 
modern tactical aircraft. 


The dynamic qualitative development of performance parameters and combat proper= 
ties of the weapons sytems and their mastery by members of the military are not 
limited to the air force, The anti-aircraft artillery had at the very beginning 
anti-aircraft cannone as well ae anti-aircraft machine guns. Later, anti-aircraft 
rockets represented a totally new quality in the area of air defense, With their 
new type of combat properties, the anti-aircraft rocket troops took on a major 
role in air defense. 


For the effective deployment of fighter bomber and anti-aircraft rocket troops and 
their highly developed weapons sytems, the radar troops simultaneously received 
Soviet radar syetems which met the growing demand for constant air reconnaissance 
and air survetllance as well as the steady and precise radar security of combat 
training. Great changes also took place in the areas of rear ground personnel, 
troop supply and repair of major arms systems. 


Better and better solutions to the various problems of training, and mastery of 
the increasingly complex weapons and equipment, which resulted from these changes, 
were among the most important conditions for the fact that significant NVA forces 
and means could be incorporated into the uniform air defense system of the Warsaw 
Pact nations. From year to year, members of the air force/air defense increased 
their contribution to the secure defense and protection of the air space above the 
GDR and the allied fraternal countries. 


These factual accounts are based on unparalleled efforts by innumerable commanders, 
political workers, all military collectives and civilian employees, the never- 
ending initiatives of party and FDJ organizations, as well as the union of the 
NVA's civilian employees. 


If one remembers those decisive steps of our development, then experience, which 
should be utilized better now and in the future, becomes apparent. In daily 
military training, while mastering new arms and military technology, the fundamental 
finding of socialist military science--the more modern weapons and equipment are, 
the more man's role increases--proved itself again and again, Political, party and 
FDJ organizations have always let themselves be guided by this, Party organizations 
worked decisively to raise consciousness among members of the military, and 
strengthened individual leadership of commanders in their unit through political 

and military leadership. 


The motto for education and training became the party's dictum: In the struggle 
against imperialist aggressors, only those can and will be victorious who know 
what they are fighting for, who are equipped with the appropriate weapons, have 
mastered them completely, and are able to use them effectively in combat. All 
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efforts centered again and again on inetilling a great desire to achieve and to 
learn. Much had to be demanded and learned by each individual, At stake was 

the gaining of such extensive political, etrategic, tactical and military-technical 
knowledge *s vould enable the quick mastery of the new combat technology in order 
to use if to the utmost in the interest of a maximal increase in combat strength. 
This demanded party loyalty, much energy and endurance, but also express interest, 
enthusiasm, even dedication to the cause of the working class, of socialist inter- 
nationaliaem, military sciences and military technology. 





In each phase of our development, everything depended on the proper understanding 
of the demande which were placed on consciousness, military knowledge and skill, 
anxiousness to master military technology, and on military men and military 
specialisets for their readiness to defend their socialist homeland. Anti- 
aircraft rockets, tactical aircraft, military vehicles, etc., must not only be 
operated, guided and steered as with every other technology. They must be 
mastered by disciplined and combat-ready soldiers under the most extreme condi- 
tions. This required above-average physical and psychological endurance and 
military skills. The conditions for this were always created in time in Soviet 
and NVA military academies and schools. However, without the readiness to 
strengthen and increase the political and military skills gained during many 
hours of free time, neither soldier nor general would have been able to do jus- 
tice to the suddenly increased demands made on knowledge and skills as a conse- 
quence of scientific and technological changes. 


A part of this knowledge has always been the assessment of the imperialist class 
enemy, the precise knowledge of his military strategy and tactics, as well as the 
strengths and weaknesses of his combat technology and equipment. An offensive 
aerial-warfare concept continues to be an essential part of the aggressive war and 
confrontation strategy of the imperialist NATO pact in which the FRG has played a 
major part from the beginning. As early as the 1950's, the NATO's air attack 
capacity was increased by 20 wings of the FRG's air force with more than 1,300 
aircraft. The FRG Army's equipment with F 104 G Starfighter and F 4 Phantom 
nuclear carriers marked important stages in NATO's advance strategy. This is con- 
tinued with the introduction of 322 Tornado tactical aircraft with variable wing 
setting, and 175 Alpha Jet close ground support aircraft. 





The FRG Air Force's prime mission, according to FRG military leaders, consists in 
“carrying out offensive aerial war on enemy territory and there to eliminate the 
enemy's air and ground forces." The second mission, air defense, must likewise 
be expanded to an “element of attack.” More than DM 17 billion are planned until 
the mid-1980's for the continued realization of this concept. 


These measures leave no doubt that the FRG Air Force as well as the other military 
branches are being even better prepared for surprise attacks as part of the NATO 
strategy. The 12-percent increase in reconnaissance and training flights by air 
forces of the FRG and other NATO nations near the FRG's borders to the GDR, 
Czechoslovakia and in the Baltic area are apparently serving the same purpose. 
These facts require a constantly high degree of combat readiness from our units and 
our air force/air defense, in which soldiers of all ranks have mastered modern 
technology to the utmost. 
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These observations and thoughts lead to various consequences for military theory 
and practice, Thorough military scientific work and a creative search for new, 
more effective waya and met .wde of education, training, operation, repair and 
ground-crew work are absolutely necessary. Constantly new demands are made on 
combat training, combat readiness, tactics, strategy and the cooperation with 
others. Additional considerations call for numerous military-economic aspects, 
such ae the greatly increased cost of the technology, and the increasing cost of 
operation and maintenance of arms and equipment, among other things. 


Members of the air force/air defense understand those correlations more and more, 
A broad masa initiative has developed in socialist competition in preparation for 
the 10th SED Congress. All effort is concentrated on reaching 4 maximum in 
military effectiveness with the technology and the material and financial means at 
disposal, hat means that the mission of achieving the necessary combat readiness 
and combat strength must be reached in the shortest time possible, using only 
those means and materiale which are absolutely necessary. This can only be done 
by exercising the strictest frugality in all areas. The various possibilities 

for this are--just *o name a few--getting maximum use out of the weapons systems, 
using a)l materials economically, and increasing work productivity in the areas of 
maintenance and repair of weapons and equipment. 


The competition initiator for the 1979/80 training year, the Buchaniec Wing, has 
done exemplary work in realizing these significant goals, and has thus set new 
standards. Numerous other collectives reached above-average achievements. When, 
@.g., many pilots, launch-crew and gun-crew membere hit the training targets with 
the first rocket or with the first fire, then this is the result of strenuous 
training as well as efforts by military, party and FDJ colleccives to eliminate 
obstacles and, sometimes, the wrong way of thinking and acting. This means that 
the good results, which meet the higher standards of the 1980's, are not simply 
reached automatically. 


Since much of modern technology consists of an entire system, the role of the 
collective, of mutual, reliable cooperation and collaboration, is gaining in 
importance. This thought is reflected in the numerous activities of FDJ collec- 
tives. Their party congress initiative under the motto, “Everyone Strives for 
Mastery of his Combat Technology,” has given broad momentum to the learning move- 
ment. The goal: Every collective does its best to fulfill the common combat 
mission. The fact that numerous aircraft and stations received the “Outstanding 
Quality" or "Highly Reliable Station" designation for care and maintenance through 
FDJ initiatives, was of great significance for combat readiness. Also movements 
such as “Struggle for Highest Value," “Action Combat Training," or "Every FDJ 
member Proves Himself an Alert, Cooperative and Disciplined So dier" make a great 
contribution to increased combat strength and combat readinees of the air force/ 
air defense. This is shown by the fulfillment of obligations by the military, 
which correspond to the demanding conditions of the NVA's “best.” 


The persistent efforts of numerous military and civilian employee collectives in 
the innovator movement, and in applying military-economic principles, speak of a 
deep understanding of SED policy which strives to safeguard peace and the people's 
welfare. The economic benefit of these numerous initiatives in honor of the 10th 
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SED Congress wae increased by sore than onewhalf in comparison to the same t ime 
apan lest year, If, e.@., several thousand innovative suggestions have become 4 
reality within | year, and one-third of those fulfilled more than one purpose, then 
these figures show what significant effect the innovator movement hae on the in- 
crease of combat et rength and combat readiness, 


Commanders and etaffe are urged to create the moet favorable conditions for the 
major work by the innovator collectives, 


Mewbere of our SED can be found in the forefront in all these initiatives, They 
consider the mastery, efficient use, proper care and maintenance of technology ae 
their most important party mission, Simultaneously, they are letting themselves 
be guided by the fundamental experiences of our army's 25<year development, which 
is: The ideological strengthening in Marxiem-Leniniem and our party's resolutions 
are the gost important source for high achievements, a desire to learn, reaching 
the highest sense of responsibility and discipline, ae well as confidence in and 
love of socialist military technology. 


Members of the air force/air defense consistently fulfill the missions resulting 
from party resolutions and orders of the Minister for National Defense at the side 
of their comrades-in-arms, to contribute to the NVA'e high combat etrength and 
combat readiness, for the protection of our socialist homeland. 
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GRAMAN DEMOCRATIC HEPUBL IC 


GREATER CONTRIBUTIONS SEEN FROM CIVIL DEFENSE VOLUNTEERS 
East Berlin PRESSE-INPORMATIONEN in German Wo 9, 23 Jan 81 p 2 


[Article by Maj Gen Kurt Sommer, deputy director, GDR Civil Defense: “Increased 
Readiness To Serve in Civil Defense”) 


{Text} The upcoming “Civil Defense Day” on 11 February, devoted entirely to the 
spirit of preparing for the Tenth SED Congress, is significant in demonstrating 
increased readiness to serve in Civil Defense. Thies is reflected in the realiza- 
tion of plane formulated in 1980 to provide protection for the population 
and the economy; in increased capabilities of civil defense operations and personnel 
for quickly implementing, at 411 times and under difficult circumstances, effective 
rescue and aid operations; and in the eagerness of GDR citizens to become familiar 
with personal and collective protective measures in all types of threatening situa- 
tions and to take part in implementing protective measures. 





The popular character of civil defense in our daily life is thus becoming steadily 
@ore apparent; it is based on the common application to 411 national and societal 
activities under SED leadership. in view of the increased arms buildup by imperiai- 
iem's agressive circles, ditional significance is being gained by reliable protec- 
tion of life and the defense of socialien. in this context, civil defense readiness 
is decisively determined by the political attitude and activities of the working 
clase. 


Ruercieses Provide General Benefite 


Volunteer civil defense workers in all bezirke have, in socialist competition, used 
their leisure time to further augment the operational readiness of their units. 

More than 90 percent of the members participated in competitive efforts. Thousands 
of collectives and individuals were awarded fully qualified statue in civil defense. 
In Karl-Marx-Stadt Bezirk alone this amounted to 695 collectives and 800 volunteer 
workers. The wnite demonstrated the high level of their training in exercises, per- 
formance evaluations and examinations. Good and excellent grades were achieved in 
performance evaluations and exercises. The exercises served not only to demonstrate 
the high readiness status of leadership and units, but simultaneously obtained econ- 
omic benefits. These amounted to several million marks. During many hours of vol- 
unteer working time, civil defense personnel either improved existing training fa- 
cilities or created new ones. Frequently a direct contribution was made to the 
GDR's economic strengthening and to an improvement of the citizens’ living conditions. 











Among other things, members of a civil defense collective of the Kemmlite silicate 
raw material conglomerate VED made possible through their work the use, prior to 
schedule, of a conveyor facility for the transport of raw kaolin. A bridge in 
Cottbue Bezirk, built by civil defense personnel during an exercise, is of direct 
benefit for socialistagriculture. Bridges and roade have been built or improved 
in other localities ae well, 


In several districts, civil defense personnel gave a good account of themselves last 
year during work in foreste damaged by snowfall and in flood control. Civil defense 
volunteers secured 6,000 cubic meters of timber from the forests in Karl-Marx-Stadt 
—58 Our fellow workers aleo did excellent work in repairing damages cased 

seas. 


High praise ie especially due to women and girle who actively participate in civil 
defense. Today, almost one out of every three civil defense volunteers is female. 
Their readiness to serve in \raining, performance evaluations, exercises and oper- 
ations is exemplary. They make a considerable contribution to the steadily in- 
creasing readiness of unite and civil defense facilities and to many and varied 
efforte for the protection of people and production. 


1 should like to call particular attention to the massive contributions made to 
civil defense by the workers. Workers in combines, enterprises and plants have 
proven that to them, high production performance and civil defense efforts for the 
protection of life and socialist achievements are indivisible. Proof of this, among 
other things, are their participation in exercises in Eisenach and Bitterfield; 
their study of basic civil defense principles; and the fact that about two-thirds 
of all collectives competing for the title of “socialist workers’ collective” have 
assumed tasks designed to strengthen civil defense. 


Increasing Requirements 


Civil defense exercises in cities and villages have indicated that participation in 
the protection of people and the economy have become the responsibility of all citi- 
zens. The citizens’ readiness to participate has been significantly increased by 
informal talks in family groups and citizens’ meetings. 


But the demands made on civil defense are on the increase. All the members and vol- 
unteer workers are aware of this. That is why they extend their utmost efforts in 
fulfilling their tasks, as was decided in the announcement of a competition by a 
unit from the Leipzig radio and telecommunications technology VEB. 


Creative efforts on the part of workers, volunteers and civil defense officials are 
an important foundation for further increasing operational readiness in every enter- 
prise, every city and every community. In this, we make good use of the wealth of 
experience in civil defense gained by the USSR and adapt it to our own particular 
conditions. In this year of the Tenth SED Congress, everything will be done in civ- 
il defense, as in all other areas of our societal development, to strengthen and 
protect the GDR, our socialist fatherland. 











ACZEL, INTERVIEWED ON HUNGARIAN POLICY 
Vienna EUROPARISCHE RUNDSCHAU 10 German No 4, 80 pp 3-38 


[Interview with Gyoergy Aceel, deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers and 
maber of the MSZMP Politburo, by Paul Lendvai: “Gyoergy Aczel on Politics in 


Hungary") 


[Text] [Question) What are the key problems of the present-day society in 
Hungary? Where ie the dividing line between the improvement of the living standard 
and the so-called prestige-oriented consumption (the phenomenon that the American 
sociologist Veblen in his tim called “conspicuous consumption") on the one hand 
and the intensification of social inequality or the emergence of new antagoniems 
between individual strata on the other hand? 


[Anever) I appreciate the good intention of your question, but please bear with 
m, if I sense in it the well-known, stereotyped and hackneyed answers that are 
given in the West or that people think they can give in reply to the question what 
exactly is the main problem of Hungary's society and of the socialist society in 
general. 


One anawer rune as follows: The East European countries have not given their peo- 
ple true freedom; even in the field of material values, they could offer them 
nothing but an economy constantly contending with shortages, 4 meager, deficiency~- 
ridden economy. This allegation, which is totally at variance with the realities 
and which thus is objectively not true, is extremely unfair, because these coun- 
tries are measured against the most advanced Western capitalist countries, without 
takiig into consideration the historical and historical-economic background. 


After all, what are the antecedents of socialism in Hungary? Let us consider the 
year 1937, the year in which the independent Republic of Austria encountered seri- 
ous social, political and economic difficulties. But in regard to the key indi- 
cators of economic development, Hungary lagged far behind this Austria struggling 
with enormous difficulties. Over 50 percent of the Hungarian people lived and 
worked in the agrarian sector, as compared to one-third in Austria. in terms of 
per capite income, Austria's national income had at that time reached the European 
average, whereas Hungary's national incom fell short of that average by 40 per- 
cent. This developmental difference did not diminish during World War II, for 
Hungary's war losses were heavier by far than those of Austria. 








Those whe so readily uderrate the resulte of a soctaliem that came inte existence 
just a few decades ago should alee consider the historical way~etations of the 
development leading up to the bourgeois revolutions, After the bourgeois revolu- 
tion initiated in 1640, it took England 100 years, before the process of economic 
growth showed an unequivocally rising tendency, and nearly 150 years, before the 
capitalist economic upawing set in, in France, the Bastille was stormed in 1789, 
but it was only the events after 18675 that conclusively etaved off the danger of 
dyfastic restoration, Se how can one expect socialiem to enter the historical 
stage like Pallas Athena, who eprang from the head of Zeus in full armor? 


in the firet few years after World War Il, Hungary achieved significant reaulte in 
regard to economic reconstruction, As early ae 1949, industrial production 
exceeded the prewar level, But at that time, the leadership assessed unrealisati- 
cally the country's developmental potential. The one-sided and incorrect economic 
policy=--marked by awakening of falee hopes and underestimation of the realities and 
linked to the period characterized by the personality cult=<interrupted the develop- 
ment and finally reversed it. The serious mistakes of the first half of the 1950's 
and the antagonistic activities led to the tragic evente of 1956. The consequences 
of political errors=-one could even say sins--ae well as mistakes in economic pol- 
icy gave rise to such 4 tragic situation that after 1956 it took we 4 long time to 
remedy the damage--above all the consequenc:« of the general etrike--and to consol- 
idate our economy and our society. Sut even before 1956, we had achieved epochal 
results. Hungary no longer was the “country of 3 million beggare"; fundamental 
social and economic injustices were eliminated. 


After 1956=-as soon as the socialist political and social system was able to over- 
come the tragic distortions of the years of tne personality cult and the momentous 
consequences of the counterrevolution of 1956--we began to implement 4 new, long- 
term economic policy. In a consistent two-front struggle, the party policy rejected 
all that in the given situation was not real and that was not likely to be supported 
by the masses. 


In this period, the development of the agrarian sector and the improvement of the 
living conditions of the farmers assumed great importance. During one particular 
phase~--from 1971 to 1975--the annual growth rate amounted to nearly 5 percent, 4 
dynamic development uparalleled in the world. The wheat yields increased from an 
average of 12.5 quintale per hectare in 1958 to 42.8 quintale in 1978, while the 
corn yields increased during the sam period from 21.7 quintals per hectare to 
51.3 quintals. Generally speaking, we can say: With our average yields and our 
agricultural per capita output, we can compete with the most advanced capitalist 
countries in Europe. The collectivization was a significant step, which proved 
anew: The collective does not make the individual atrophy; rather, it brings about 
ite full development. The economic sector based on large-scale, modern enterprises, 
which accounts for most of the commodity output, was successfully combined with the 
so-called domestic economy--to the advantage of both the individual income and the 
general supply of goods. The people in the villages reached 4 level of affluence 
that formerly they would not even have dreamed of. At the same time, the farmers 
have also become fully developed human beings in regard to their self-esteem and 
human dignity. Prior to 1945, they were beaten and humiliated by the landowners’ 
supervisors; it was said that the peasant needed to know only so much that he would 
not put both feet in one boot. Today the farmer studies biology and knows what it 
means to be a free person. The farmer lives well. Already, this has occasionally 
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given rise to certain inner contradictions: Some people fear that in terme of 
development and affluence the village may outetrip the city and that thie may t' *» 
give rise to new social friction, Naturally, the political leadership ie etriving=-- 
ae 4 matter of general principle==for 4 balanced development. It is to this end 
that Hungary's industry has supplied the requisite industrial foundation for the 
development of agriculture and absorbed the excess labor of an agrarian sector that 
had anyhow been ove rpopulated, 


The basic objective of our economic policy is to raise the living etandard of the 
population, Our efforts have produced tangible resulte in numerous areas of our 
life, e.g. in the infrastructure, For the old eyetem left we a paltry heritage. 


At the beginning of the 1950's, new contradictions emerged. Por at that time, the 
crucial task was to build factories and residential houwsing-<for the requisite 
schoole, kindergartens and polyclinics and the network of retail stores, we did not 
have enough money, nor did we pay sufficient attention to these projects. Begin- 
ning in the 1960'e--and especially during the period from 1968 to 1974--we made 
significant headway in eliminating these shortcomings, and in some fields Hungary 
became one of the met advanced countries. The housing, appliance and furniture 
supply expanded rapidly; we aleo were quite eucceseful in our efforte to make edu- 
cation and culture accessible to all. 


Three Criteria 


There are various standards for assessing the economic development of a country. I 
will discuss just three criteria. The first criterion indicates a country's 
achievements oc messured against ite own past. The second criterion--which ob jec- 
tively ie the mont ‘important one—indicates which of the social and economic goals 
the country set for iteelf it has been able to attain. And the third criterion-- 
which presently is in the foregrownd--indicates the position the country has reached 
in the world-economic hierarchy. I think it ie a decisive turning point that it is 
not only on the basie of the first two criteria, but aleo of the third one that 
Hungary's development can be considered extraordinary. 


According to economic historians, the results we achieved during the last 20 years 
of socialist construction produced--the developmental inconsistencies notwithstand- 
ing--the most rapid and balanced economic expansion in the history of Hungary. 
During this rapid development, there occurred the global economic crisis, the 
explosive rise in the prices of energy and raw materials, and also within the 
country there occurred changes--above all on account of the depletion of our exten- 
sive reserves. These two factore made us realize: Our customary methods are so 
longer sufficient for defending our accomplishments and for advancing further. 


We used the concept of crisis in the Marxist sense to define those antagonistic 
contradictions that ensue from the basic structure of a society and that even the 
most skillful policy cannot eliminate--not even in the long term, let alone for 
good--frow social and economic life. Thus we are not dealing with a crisis; rather, 
we are on the one hand confronted with the critical difficulties of the capitalist 
world market, which affect us on account of our dependence on foreign trade and 
which show up the shortcomings of our economic management--and on the other hand 
with the necessity to renew our economic structure and our system of economic 
management; generally speaking, it is a question of changing our way of thinking. 
This is our main concern. 
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Almost every single day, we tell the public about our concrete economic concerns 
and taske, The social di@ensions of these problems are perhaps not mentioned as 
much, One of the most difficult, agonizing problems ie the housing situation=-the 
significant achievements in thie area notwithetanding=--and the West's propaganda 
often shows 4 great deal of malicious glee in discussing it. There is no getting 
away from it@ewe really are not ae well off ae we would like to be: Today there 
are more howsing applications than there were 20 or W yeare ago. Why ie thie=- 
because we did not build any new apartments! Only those can say this who did not 
even see photographe of Hungary. For in the past decades, over one-third of 
Hungary's population moved into new apartments. During the period from 1970 to 
1980, t @ share of apartments with three or more rooms increased from 11 to 24 per- 
cent, The increase in the number of applicants is due primarily to the fact that 
the justified demands are growing more rapidly than the capacities. 


Social security, the realization of full employment is our great socialist achieve- 
mnt. But Chis achievement, too, has i. negative effects, which=-although they 
qualitatively differ from those of former times--must by no aeanse be underrated. 
The demand in the labor market exceeds the supply and the manpower is not always 
found in those places where it is needed most. This goes not only for the workers, 
but aleo for the intelligentsia. We have not yet found the optimal mode of selec- 
tion=-the mode that would also be in accord with socialist humanity--that would 
remedy thie situation. Mass diemissale and similar methode are unacceptable to us. 
it is through our own socialist and communist approach that we must find a way of 
efficiently allocating aanpower. It is not only in the interest of the community, 
but also in the interest of the individual concerned that he or she do the kind of 
work that is of the greatest benefit to society. 


At the present stage of development, there are simultaneously coming to the fore 
two basic trends: pay in accordance with the work done--which entails a differen- 
tiation of incomes--and a leveling trend resulting from our principle of social 
security. The correct correlation of these two processes is of crucial importance 
for our future. Thies is not a simple task and we have not yet found the key to the 
definitive solution. These two processes and a more thorough elaboration of the 
problem concerning pay for the work actually done are of crucial importance. 


As regards prestige-oriented consumption, this is not one of our most pressing 
problems. incidentally: This is another one of those subjects that I feel give 
rise to the oft-repeated, superficial answers of the West. The very fact that the 
Weat “discovers” in our country and holds us responsible for the symptoms of the 
so-called affluent society, while at the same time ciaiming that our country is 
characterized by poverty, backwardness and scarcity proves the inconsistency of 
these views. Both of these allegations are exaggerated. We know that even today 
there are in our cowtry sizable etrata that are truly hard up, but we have left 
far behind the sisery of the past. On the other hand, we must not only eliminate 
poverty, but eradicate it from our aegory. 


Naturally, our coumtry is not immune to prestige-oriented consumption. The improve- 
ment of the living standard and the emergence of new consumer goods and demands are 
accompanied--at least as long as poverty has not been totally eliminated and as 
long as the saterial potential has not yet reached a sufficiently high level—by a 
somewhat distorted attitude toward material goods, property and consumption. The 
influences inherited from the past and the influences intruding from the West 














contribute ae @uch to thie attitude as do stupidity and vanity, The formerly 
unpropertied classes’ striving for material goode--which in part te a reaction to 
the former alsery=-the passionate “collecting” of possessions, the excessive con- 
sumption, the waste and the boastfulnese are unacceptable, albeit underetandable, 
But whereas in the developed capitalist countries the inetitutionalized social 
system and the order based on economic profit condone and encourage the consumption=- 
oriented attitude and the yearning for prestige, the social forces in a socialiet 
syetem must oppose these phenomena and they will not allow these attitudes to per- 
siet overly long. in increasing affluence and expanding consumption, our objective 
ie to free, beautify and enrich the people's lives. 


In an interview (EUROPARISCHE RUNDSCHAU No 2, 1980), Federal Chancellor Kreteky 
said--among other thinge=-that the Turkish guest workers were more at ease in 
Auatria than in the Federal Republic, even though their wages were higher in the 
FRG. Thie is an interesting and undoubtedly correct statement, which indicates 
that the standard of living includes the quality of Life in a more general sense, 
not least the interpersonal contacts and the general social) atmosphere. We evalu- 
ate the people's social well-being, their outlook on iife not only on the basis of 
the individual citizen's material possessions, but aleo by the people's general 
condition, their sense of security, their self-aseurance and prospects and many 
other=--statistically hardly demonstrable--factore. I am convinced that anyone who 
tries to assess the life of the Hungarian people from this point of view, on the 
basis of a general interpretation will arrive at the conclusion that Hungary is not 
lagging behind the materially more affluent countries. 


It is worthwhile to ask what accounts for this mental balance, this sense of gen- 
eral well-being. I would consider the sense of security to be the most important 
factor. The people need not be concerned about their future; they need not fear 
unemployment; they are not haunted by the fear of bankruptcy or by the prohibitive 
coste of medical care and therapy in the event of iliness. A second, but not 
secondary factor are the increasing opportunities in regard to codetermination. 
Depending on interest and willingness, the individual can exercise the right of 
codetermination in regard to the affaire of the emaller or larger collective. In 
accordance with the level of qualification or the cogency of the arguments, every- 
one can exert an influence on the course of public affaires and can freely express 
hie or her opinion. To be sure, the individual concerned may be confronted with 
conflicts such as may result from the vanity of hie or her supervisor or the super- 
visor's concern about hie or her prestige, but even in that case the individual's 
existence would not be threatened. The third factor: the possibilities concerning 
satisfaction of cultural demands. I think if we staged a competition in regard to 
the average number of books the individual citizens of the various countries own 
and the number of cultural events attended, we Hungarians would do quite well. As 
for the fourth factor, I would gention the steadily increasing opportunities and 
chances regarding the development of personal talents. Just compare the number of 
students from farmers’ and workers’ families studying at the universities and tech- 
nical colleges of the capitalist countries with their number at our universities! 
Last but not least, I would like to mention the clear conscience. Man is a moral 
being; injustice damages the personality as well. For the intact, morally sensi- 
tive person, poverty, exploitation and human suffering are 4 constant source of 
inner imbalance and conflict. An integral part of our sense of social well-being 
is the feeling that in the international arena ve are on the side of progress and 





that we are supporting the struggle of the peoples who are fighting for their just 
cause, for their national independence, for their development and for an existence 
worthy of a human being. 


On the ‘Red Bourgeoisie’ 


According to another eet of reproaches leveled against us, we, too, are incapable 
of eliminating the social classes; in fact, we are criticized for having created a 
new class, the “red bourgeoisie." We do not deny that in their social manners, 
their lifestyle or their way of thinking, some people--ineluding a few leading 
personalities--give up their former self and thie may be reflected in a distortion 
of their conduct, their etyle of work, their working methods and in many other 
ways. But thie ie a matter of individuals, not of a whole class. There is a whole 
array of guarantees that obviate such unhealthy and harmful isolation. The prac- 
tice of selecting, evaluating and rating the various officials on the basis of 
close consideration of the atandpoint and views of the social organs can be con- 
sidered one of these guarantees. In thie regard, there are on each level three 
requirements concerning individuale in responsible positions: political aptitude, 
professional qualifications and leadership qualities. It goes without saying that 
one must take into consideration the total personality, all of the individual's 
character and behavior traits. 


Among these guarantees is the very critical scrutiny of the officials on the part 
of public opinion. The requirements concerning observance of our moral norms of 
socialiem are more rigid for high-ranking individuale than for all other people. 
The social control of the work and conduct of the leading personalities and the 
collective nature of the decisions--especially the key decisions—are becoming more 
and more pronounced and increasingly inetitutionalized. I am not saying thet we 
have already fully developed a process, in which individuals resign or are replaced 
in consequence of an initiative "from below," but this method is increasingly used 
alongside the personnel changes initiated from the top and we hope that in time it 
will become the leading procedure. Another guarantee is the flexibility that is 
reflected in the composition of the student body at the universities, in the char- 
acter of the representative political organs, which take into consideration every 
social class and every one of its spheres of interest. Considering just the facts, 
we need not be afraid that there may arise in our country 4 class of mandarins 
aloof from the people and bent on the pursuit of ite own interests. We do not deny 
that there were, are and will be individual cases of abuse of power, but the moral 
and legal structure of the system is strong enough to check and more and more to 
curtail these phenomena. 


Many people try to prove the existence of the “new” class by pointing to the per- 
quisites and privileges that in the whole world are part of representation. There 
may have been individual cases of excess in this regard, but they are rigorously 
curtailed and ve are about to eliminate them entirely. In any case, office-related 
representation can never be a symptom of the emergence of a social caste. One 
arrives at a guch more accurate conclusion, if one examines, for example, the 
incomes of individuals holding key political posts, let alone their private assets. 
I even think that a comparison of the material situation of the politicans in 
Hungary with the situation of the politicians in any capitalist country would show 
that the income of our politicians represents only a fraction of the salary of 
their Western colleagues. In Hungary, the income of the highest-ranking function- 
aries is approximately twice as high as the wages of a well-paid skilled worker! 








Hungary's Place in the World Beonomy 


[Question] Im the August ieasue of the journal VALOSAG, a Hungarian economist 
claims that in apite of ite economic success and its social and cultural rise, 
Hungary's international economic ranking hae not changed and he even adds that 
"According to calculations, the exchange ratios of the Hungarian economy have 
deteriorated by approximately 70 percent, as compared to the year 1913, i.e. the 
period immediately preceding World War I. So the problem ia not that the world 
economy undergoes diverse changes, but that in the various periods of ite develop- 
ment it has always been difficult for the Hungarian economy constructively to met 
the challenge." Do you feel thie assessment is correct? 


[Anewer) No. I would like to draw your attention to the reports delivered by 
Prof Berend and Prof Bognar at this year's conference of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences: They proved that as far as the economic level is concerned, Hungary has 
moved up from the lower to the middle ranks; it presently occupies a much higher 
place in the international field. Hungary's industry and agriculture turn out a 
number of products that meet the international etandard, and the production costs 
are quite acceptable. In regard to the per capita production of fowl and eggs, we 
are among the world's leading countries. This applies also to the per capita pro- 
duction of meat and grain. Good results have been achieved by Hungary's pharm- 
ceutical and automobile industries. An element misleading many observers in their 
calculations is the fact that the expenditures of the country, which once was among 
the most backward countries of Europe, increased relatively rapidly. The exchange 
ratios deteriorated as rapidly; after 1973, they turned particularly unfavorable 
and hindered our progress in certain respects. But I do not want to be misunder- 
stood: Our people continue to lead a normal life; there have been no critical 
interruptions in everyday life. A significant part of the burden was taken up by 
the national economy; drastic repercussions on the living standard of the popula- 
tion were prevented. In spite of the deterioration of the external conditions, we 
established a general medical insurance system, free medical services covering all 
Hungarian citizens; we have raised the child allowance and we continue to guarantee 
free education for all. For each forint, there are approximately 50 hellers worth 
of benefite “outside the pay envelope." Does not all this increase the commodity 
production costs? You mentioned the year 1913. During that period, approximately 
1.5 million people left the country, because they could not find work. In the 
interwar period, Hungary's industrial and agricultural products naturally were 
still very inexpensive. But at that time, daily wages of 80 hellers were the rule, 
and according to a popular saying, this was too much for starving, but too little 
to live on. The crucial fact is that since 1978 our response to the deterioration 
of the exchange ratios and to the economic challenges has been elastic and dynamic. 


[Question] There is no doubt that the world-economic factors had and still have an 
effect. The aforementioned article nevertheless states that in the course of the 
past years your most important high-level decisions generally were frustrated by 
the realities. How is it that these difficulties have intensified just now? 


[Answer] The interconnections are not so simple. Until the beginning of the 
1960's, we had to concentrate our efforts on overcoming the war losses, on remedy- 
ing the dislocations caused by the 1950's and the counterrevolution and on organiz- 
ing the socialist agrarian sector on the basis of large-scale farms. In other 
words, the duration of the supposedly smooth socialist development has been no 
longer than a mere 18 to 20 years. This is one aspect. 








On the other hand, there existe in Hungary a commodity output structure of long 
atanding, which also determines foreign trade. Whereas formerly we had to give 

2 tone of meat to obtain 10 tons of protein feed, we now have to give 3 tonsa, The 
foreign trade exchange ratios of ow oil-, gae- and tron-deficient country heave 
deteriorated in an historically wnprecedented degree, In this regard, we are 
unfortunately occupying firet place in Europe. We have no alternative but to 
increase efficiency. But how? We have economists who think highly of capitaliat 
efficiency. But in terme of the world economy, thie efficiency entaile--I think 
Avetria is an exception in thie regard=-high unemployment, inflation and enormous, 
unsolvable social tensions. The crucial social problem is to attain efficiency in 
4 socialist way. That is to say, in a humanist way, without the pressure of an 
army of unemployed and other negative phenomena~~-probably our hitherto greatest 
social project. 


[Question] This is undoubtedly a fundamental problem--I fully agree with you in 
this regard. But | would like to quote a well-known Hungarian economist (VALOSAG, 
No 5, 1980), who thinks it is impossible to formulate "a consistent socioeconomic 
normative theory that can enforce a political-ethical value system without opposi- 
tion and at the same time insure economic efficiency. This is impossible, if one 
wants to be realistic and allow for the real nature of people, communities, organi- 
zations and social groups." 


[Anewer] I do not agree to this “impossibility.” And the article does not say 
this. Undoubtedly, there are contradictions between a narrowly conceived economic 
efficiency and the moral-ethical value system. The socialist society--and it 
alone--is able to solve this problem; the requisite foundations have been laid. 

We know that the implementation will entail certain tensions--as is always the case 
when the old is replaced by the new. Moreover, there is no telling how future 
developments will change the conceptions. The planning of both concrete and likely 
demands is an important factor in this great experiment, which aims at the simulta- 
neous development of efficiency and social humanity. I am convinced that there is 
a good chance of success. Certain fields of activity can be superseded, but demand 
will keep giving rise to other, new fields. Education, trade and industry, and the 
allocation of manpower must be adjusted to this development. A few years ago, we 
thought that in genetics we need only theoreticians. Since then, there have 
emerged large-scale industrial plants and agricultural enterprises and all of a 
sudden we realized that there is a great need for experts in applied genetics. In 
the journal MAGYAR TUDOMANY, I recently deplored the fact that so far the agricul- 
tural production associations had hired 1,430 lawyers to legally safeguard their 
contracts. At the same time, they employed only 43 biologists, because the idea 
that there is a need for geneticists and qualified zoologists has come up only 
recently. 


There is no danger of unemployment; we just have to see to it that the people are 
employed where they are needed. We also know that to change one's job is not an 
easy matter. But unemployment would be even more painful. 


[Question] Some people say that there are too many university-trained people in 
Hungary, with the high-school diploma becoming discredited and only university 
graduates being respected. There is a large number of theoretical institutions. 

Is it not true that the country has too many university-trained individuals? Inci- 
dentally, this is not a Hungarian specialty; it is a Central European characteristic 








that dates back to the 1930's, But nowadays it is especially evident that too many 
people are sent to the university. They go through their courses of atudy and 
then==rather than doing what te necessary--they take up an altogether different Line 
of work. 


[Anewer) It ie difficult to atrike an accurate balance, precisely because of the 
rapid changes in the requirements. In the 1950's, a great educational campaign was 
launched, which in part was aimed at incorporating workere' and farmers’ children 
in the intelligentsia, abolishing former privileges and generally increasing the 
number of highly qualified experts. Before the liberation of the country, there 
were relatively few university graduates, a fraction of the present number. On the 
other hand, some of them=--those who had compromised themselves--left the country. 


[Question] And the others stayed in the country and pursued their careers. 


[Anewer) The honest people have found their place. The training of the intelli- 
genteia was successful. Today there are more trained economists in one district 
than formerly in all of Hungary. Experts are in demand, especially in enterprises 
managed by advanced methods. In the Babolna State Farm, there are 160 university 
graduates vis-a-vis 4,000 manual laborers; at other farms, there are no more than 
20 university graduates. 


[Question] We should entrust to Robert Burgert, the director of Babolna, the 
entire national economy--he would set it right. 


[Answer] We are not in favor of monopolies. Burgert, too, would not be at ease, 
if he were alone. He himself says he considers himself a lucky man on account of 
the stiff competition. He competes in part with the world market and in part with 
outstanding domestic enterprises such as the Nadudvar LPG [agricultural production 
cooperative }--to cite only one example of many--which uses very different methods. 
Incidentally, I do not think that the number of university graduates is generally 
too high. We feel the opposite is the case. In some fields, this may be true, 
while in other fields the management has not yet been able correctly to assess how 
many and what experts it needs. Frequently, university graduates are hired for 
jobs, for which the high-school diploma would be sufficient. For other jobs, on 
the other hand, that call for university graduates, university graduates are not 
hired just because the advantages to be derived are not realized. 


[Question] So it is a matter of incorrect allocation rather than of the lack of an 
optimal and efficient utilization? 


[Answer] These phenomena are interrelated. Our educational system is overspecial- 
ized and this goes also for the training of the scientists. This restricts the 
necessary mobility of labor: According to the principles of our university reform, 
the students are to be provided with the basic knowledge that insures flexible 
employment. In view of the rapidly changing requirements, one can safely say that 
every 7 to 8 years the knowledge acquired becomes outdated. Perhaps this applies 
to Hungary even more than to other, more highly developed countries. Since the 
humane norms of socialism are binding for us, we cannot fire a 43-year-old person, 
because his or her training is outdated. The flexibility governing the allocation 
of labor must be constituted in such a way that further development of the systeu's 
greatest asset--humanity, social security and increasingly extensive civil 


34 

















liberties--ie assured. This certainly ie not an easy task and it can be aolved 
only through a creative approach; but we consider just thiee--the ability to find 
new solutions to new taske=-to be the spirit of Marxiem., Our model is Lenin, who 
sought a new Marxist anawer to every new question and who did not content himself 
with merely quoting Marx. 


But let us return to the international challenge with which our national economy te 
confronted=-I am referring to the sharply increased demands raised by the world 
market: Viewed in terms of long-range development, these requirements will be 
decidedly favorable for socialiam, since they force it to innovate and to modernize 
ite operating methods. As early as 1979, one could observe a greater willingness 
to initiate changes--a process that is gaining more and more momentum and that in a 
few yeare is likely to result in a very dynamic and positive development. 


{Question} No one denies that the etandard of living in Hungary has risen in the 
last 20 years. But the people's consciousness has changed as well. The people are 
better off, but subjectively they frequently feel they are worse off, because their 
demands have grown ae well. For the person who wants to buy a color television 
set, it is no consolation to be told that so and so many people have black-and-white 
sets. Perhaps the entire Hungarian propaganda and argumentation is somewhat flawed 
in that it relies too much on comparisons with the prewar period, which is not 
accepted--especially not by the young generation--as a valid argument. 


[Anewer) The period during which we constantly made comparisons with the past is 
over. At that time, this was no mistake, for in comparison with the general misery 
of the pre-liberation period we were making fantastic headway. Today, when we talk 
about history, we do not simply want to mace comparisons; rather, we want to cast 
light on the historical events and create a realistic historical consciousness. 

The shaping of this historical consciousness is not equivalent to the desire to 
identify ourselves with all episodes of every epoch. You constantly try to wrap us 
up in the bag of the entire past, but in regard to yourself you naturally do not do 
that. Let me adduce a French example: The history of France comprises both the 
great French Revolution and French colonial expansion. Every year, Giscard 
d'Estaing lays down wreaths at the graves of Clemenceau and Petain--indeed even at 
the grave of the collaborator Petain. Considering this act, no normal person would 
say that Giscard d'Estaing continues the policy of Petain. In discussions with 
Frenchmen, I sometimes mention the fact that it was France's bourgeois democratic 
system that in 1918 toppled Mihaly Karolyi and Hungary's first bourgeois democratic 
regime and that later suppressed by armed force the Soviet-based republic, but my 
French interlocutors say: It was not we who did that. Likewise, no one blames the 
Belgian royal family for the fact that in 1902 one of its kings killed 16 of 24 mil- 
lion Congolese. Similarly, the Catholic Church has never engaged in self-criticism 
on account of the inquisition. And yet one cannot identify the present Catholic 
Church with the inquisition. What I am opposing is the intention and goal of bour- 
geois propaganda to wrap us up for good in the bag of the Rakosi era. 


We want to impart to our adult and young citizens a historical consciousness that 
comprises the starting point of 1945, the beginnings as well as the subsequent 
development and the country's present situation. As far as our mistakes are con- 
cerned, one should not forget that socialism is a young society. A young society 
should be granted a period of grace, which naturally includes both positive and 
negative resulte. 











(Question) What is and what te not accepted does not depend on the Weatern press, 
but on the people living in thie country; it is they who decide what is and what is 
not to be accepted, 


[Anewer) I once engaged in self-criticiam in front of Hungarian young people, 
because in an article | had used the expression “tranemission of historical experi- 
ence.” I had to admit that this was not the right term, It is preferable to speak 
of exchange of experience: of the exchange of historical experience between the 
generations. So this means that I, too, must learn from the way a young person of 
today views the country and that naturally I must try to pase on my own thoughts 
and experience. 


[Question] Could one possibly consider the fact that there is ineufficient knowl - 
edge of Hungarian history to be a weakness of present-day Hungary? How do you 
explain the fact that many students of a particular high echool grade do not know 
on whose side Hungary fought during World War II? Many etudents replied that 
Hungary fought on the side of the Russians against the Germans. The journal 
IFJUKOMMUNISTA published the results of a poll, according to which 20 percent of 
the respondents did not know who Lenin was—-notwithstanding the fact that this 
country places greater emphasis on the discussion of politics and ideology than do 
the Western states and that studies, courses of instruction and a great deal of 
political information are offered on a regular basis. 


[Anewer) I question the general validity of this poll. However, it would be 
utopian to think that in Hungary all young people are politically educated; but in 
this regard as well, we do not shun comparison with the most highly developed bour- 
geois states. For the most part, the young people know a great deal. It goes 
without saying that one can find in any stratum apolitical groups that do not yet 
take an interest in public affairs. And there are people in our country who are 
bent on pointing out negative aspects. The public opinion and the social reality 
of this country allow publication of very negative and distorted opinions and these 
views naturally give rise to discussions. 


Two years ago, at one of the events staged in honor of the World Youth and Student 
Festival in Havana, | stood on a Vaci-utca platform and fielded questions presented 
by the audience. In reply to the question whether we were satisfied with the his- 
torical consciousness, 1 answered 10. And I added that I was in favor of reintro- 
ducing history as a subject obligatory for high school graduation. This has now 
been implemented. In the mass media, too, we have of late intensified the discus- 
sion of historical problems. The primary task is to transmit the historical infor- 
mation to the young people in a more interesting and captivating way; the frequently 
distorted historical ideas must be corrected. We try to give the young people an 
objective, differentiated and true historical picture of the past, including the 
recent past. It would be wrong to gloss over the Horthy regime or totally to con- 
dem the early stages of socialist construction, to produce the impression that at 
that time there were millions of Rakosis. Even in the history of that period, 
there is nothing we have to conceal. 


[Question] Is there a Hungarian socialist model or at least a method of that type? 
In other words: in the historical experience of the past 20 to 30 years, what are 
the specific elements and what are the general ones? 

















|Anewer) We have common principles, — common worldview, common goale and ideale 
and then there are certain national peculiarities, An element the socialist coum 
tries have in common ie that their policy is based on social ownership of the means 
of production, on the soctaliet planned economy, on the power of the working clase 
and of the working people and on the leading role of the Communiet Party which 
esbodies thie power, There are no models that are equally valid everywhere, The 
term “model” is not applicable, since it suggests some kind of standard, something 
to be emulated, in thie sense, we do not by any meane want to be 4 model, The 
tere “the Hungarian aethod” is more apt, if it ie taken to mean that we try to 
reconcile the wiversal lawe of socialist construction with the national charac=- 
teristics and if it is net weed for the purpose of confrontation, Probably the 
best solution would be to speak of 4 Hungarian anewer to the Hungarian reality. 

Por it le @ question of meeting the world-hietoric socialist challenge presented to 
mankind im our own, epecifie way, We want to adapt the historical experience of 
socialiem to our reality and thus make thie reality produce the proper effect, It 
is not our task to decide whether this specific Hungarian anewer hae any aspects 
that can enrich the international experience of socialiem. For us, the crucial 
task is to meet the requirements of our time and to build in our country 4 social~ 
ism that is in accord with the Hungarian reality and ite specific economic, geo- 
graphic and historical characteristics and with the interests of the people. lvery- 
one knows: It would be pointless for two countries with different climates to try 
to obtain the same yield with the same variety of wheat. This would certainly 
result in a fiasco. Harmony in the essentials can be attained only through con- 
sideration of the differences. 


According to the records of our recent history, we put down the armed counterrevo- 
lution of 1956 through armed force and we thoroughly learned our lesson in regard 
to the period characterized by the name of Rakosi. The process, in the course of 
which thie happened, did not begin as late as November 1956; it began at the Cen- 
tral Committee session in July of that year. The events of October and November 
only served to make apparent with greater urgency the need for changes. We were 
foreed to reconsider the objective of socialist policy and the geans of attaining 
it. We posed the question ae follows: Wow can we build socialiem--without blood, 
suffering and excessive effort--in collaboration with all of the people; how can we 
make the public share in the control of the officiale and institutions endowed with 
power; how can we democratize social life and establish a collective leadership 
free from subjectiviem and dogmatiem. And finally, how can we maintain and 
strengthen the ties that link us with our socialist friends, our most important 
allies. 


The Relations With the Soviet Union 


From the beginning, the internationalist character of our policy was quite pro- 
nounced. Self-confidently, we consider ourselves an integral part of the world's 
eocialist forces. And now as before, our relationship to the Soviet Union is of 
special significance. Our enemies regard any anti-Sovietism--no matter whether it 
is practiced by Pinochet or by Pol Pot--as positive. They take advantage of every 
seemingly suitable occasion to discredit the Soviet Union. I took it upon myself 
to study the latest issue of your EUROPAEISCHE RUNDSCHA!. I have to confess that 
1 was stunned by the large amount of materiale that are conceived in this spirit. 
For example, there is the article by Jean Laloy, in which he tries to justify the 
Cold War, or the analysis by Norman Podhoretz, which on the pretext of criticizing 
George Kennan rehash<s the most antiquated anticommunist arguments. 
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We do HOt put pressure on any Hewapaper or editorial etafi--we have shunned such a 

practice from the very beginning=-to the effect that a capitaliat country should be 
covered either in a negative way or not at all, Thie absurd one-sidedness dominates 
4 large part of the capitalist presse, especially when the Soviet Union ie concerned, 


Thie goes aleo for the Soviet Union's internationaliet support of Hungary in 1956, 
The passions that thie subject formerly aroused in foreign countries have now more 
or less subsided, although now and then one etill encounters allusions to it in 
Western commentaries on the present situation in Poland. The augure of formr 
times no longer want to recall their predictions in regard to the oppression alleg- 
edly in etore for Hungary, in regard to the decades of reprisale and revenge and in 
regard to a “subjugated” Hungarian nation that would have to languish under tank 
tracks and under 4 government kept in power with the aid of bayonets. Well, which 
of these predictions have com true? None! To be sure, even today there is no 
lack of disparagement of our country. We are pitied as a “satellite state” and 
again and again we hear the old saying: When it raine in Moscow, the umbrellas 
must be opened in Budapest as well, We are told that Hungary ie 4 vaeeal of the 
Soviet Union, that the economic relations between Hungary and the Soviet Union 
reflect only the interests of the latter, etc. It would be pointless to tell those 
voicing these views that our relations with the Soviet Union, the Hungarian-Soviet 
friendship are the primary reason why the Hungarian people has in the past 30 years 
gone through the most dynamic developmental period of its history. Some people 
cannot and some do not want to understand this. 


it is an irrefutable fact: The immense debt left by the historical Hungary to ite 
own people wae cleared off with the help of the Soviet Union; we received from the 
Soviet Union not only encouragement an. sympathy, but above all tangible support; 
and this support was granted at a time when the Soviet Union itself urgently needed 
every single kopeck, every single gram of grain and raw materials. 


Sworn enemies of socialist ideas have often asked the question what the “service of 
the Soviet Union" costes us. The anewer to such questions is contained in the facts. 
But we can ask the counterquestion: What would it cost the world, if the Soviet 
Union did not exist’? How many Chiles would there be? Where would the independent 
Third World estates be’ Would the annals of the European continent have comprised 
the longest--presently 35-year-old--period of peace in centuries? Would there be 
an independent and neutral Austria, in regard to whose emergence and existence the 
Soviet Union played and still plays an unequivocally positive role--a fact conceded 
by Federal Ghancelior Kreisky in his statement’? 


in the international arena, Hungary strongly supporte and promotes the diverse and 
increasingly intensive international contacts. In view of our country's lack of 
raw materials and energy and our specific economic situation-—conditions resembling 
those of Austria~-this openness toward the world is imperative. And what is still 
more important: our elementary interest in the maintenance of peace. We have 
again and again insisted--and we will keep insisting--that the historic confronta- 
tion between capitalism and socialism be settled within the framework of peaceful 
coexistence. 
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The Conflicts of Interest 


Similarly, with regard to our domestic policy, we are developing the socialist 
society in accordance with our traditions and the realities of the present epoch, 
We are aware of the fact that in our society there are at work diverse interests, 
that alongside the general interests of the people as a whole, of the nation, there 
are various group and individual interests. We know that it is only the most con- 
scious individuals committed to our ideas who are governed in their actions by the 
concern for society ae a whole, These individuale are outnumbered by those whose 
attitude is determined by their group or individual interests. Although we give 
priority to the public interest, we do not want to supprese the individual inter- 
ests; rather, we want to use the energy contained in these interests for advancing 
our common goals. We plan to do this by seans of social democracy and by increas- 
ing the material incentives. 


Through the socialist reorganization of agriculture, we have put our alliance 
policy, the alliance with the workers and farmers, on a new basis. At the same 
time, relying on the force of our ideas and on the people, we proclaimed: "Whoever 
is not against us is for us." The correctness and truth of thie basic political 
attitude has been repeatedly confirmed by the facts and results of the past 24 
yeare--nearly a quarter century. Thus we regard as allies those religious individ- 
uale with whom we are wiited--irrespective of the fundamental differences in regard 
to ideological issues--not only through the struggle against rearmament, bloodshed 
and war, but also through the building of our socialist homeland. History has 
taught ue that a policy oriented toward common interests rather than toward divid- 
ing differences and the tolerance resulting from such a policy benefit our cause. 
This need in no way be at variance with the consistent observance of our principles. 
In the international arena, we are siding with all people who champion peace and 
take an objective stand, who are not obsessed by anticommunist agitation, hostility 
and hatred, who advocate peaceful coexistence. Thus we are close to Austria and 
similar states, even though our standpoints differ in regard to a great many funda- 
mental iseues. 


Today we, our results and aspirations are frequently praised, and for motives that 
are not always sincere, we are even presented as a model. But we ourselves take an 
objective view of our place and role in the world. The results must not make us 
complacent, if only because even now we are not immune against errors. For example, 
at first we underestimated the effects of the global economic crisis on our national 
economy. I think we realized just in time that on account of the complex relations 
between the world market and the Hungarian economy the waves of the crisis would 
not subside at our borders and that on the “high seas” of economics we would have 


to navigate accordingly. 


The Danger of Political Subjectiviem 


[Question] In a statement you made in an Indian journal, you called political sub- 
jectiviem one of the greatest dangers “of today and not only of today." In what 
way and by what means does the present Hungarian leadership prevent this mistake’ 
Ie there a guarantee that the mistakes of the past will not be repeated? After 
all, there is a one-party system and no opposition press. Can you describe the 
mechanism--if such a mchanism exists--for recognizing and resolving contradict ions? 








|Anewer) A subjectiviet is a person whose reality is not that which extete; a 
person who transfers bie wiehful thinking and erroneous ideas to reality, whe con= 
fuses the concepte “I want,” “there is" and “it ie possible.” The danger of polit- 
ical subjectiviem is present in every political system, Political subjectivies 
threatens every party, above all those holding power, but also opposition and 
underground parties, Subjectiviem becomes socially dangerous especially when there 
is no control, when the political leadership bases ite decisions on subjective 
assesemente, 


New social eyatems are especially vulnerable to the lure of subjectiviam; they can 
easily be infected, in every new system, there are people who disregard reality 
and who advocate nothing but ideas, their idole. Among the elemente conducive to 
the apread of subjectiviem are threatening situations euch as existed in Hungary in 
1919 and after 1945, in the yeure of the Cold War. It is of crucial importance for 
the success of socialiem that those who participate in ite development prevent by 
any meane the spread of subjectiviem. We, too, are trying to prevent thie, There 
are no pat solutions. We have tried to develop various methods, but we do not 
regard ae sufficient the results achieved. We need surer solutions. We know that 
even the political system of socialiem pursued an erroneous, subjectiviet policy. 
But once the dangers of subjectiviem are recognized, socialiem is in a position to 
eliminate it in all fundamental areas. Among the prerequisites for achieving this 
are the social ownership of the means of production, the modification of the class 
relations and the scientific ideology. 


A valid representation of social interests is a fundamental prerequisite for the 
prevention of subjectiviem. However, I regard as erroneous and restricted the view, 
according to which true representation of social interests is dependent on the num- 
ber of parties, on the existence of opposition parties or oppositionist presse 
organs. 1 consider tis erroneous and untrue, because this view regards as abso- 
lute ite own practice and value system, while rejecting as antidemocratic all other 
value systems and approaches. It considere ite own norm to be eternally valid and 
against thie etandard it measures everything—the etyle of life ae well as the 
political mechanism. 


But ia it really so’ ise not just this a variant of subjectiviem? Are the multi- 
party system and the opposition press really the only possible road toward democracy 
and control of power? The political mechaniem of Western democracy is a dubious 
model not only for the socialist countries; in many Third World countries, too, the 
people are not prepared to use this mechanien. 


Multi-Party System and Democracy 


If we accepted the fact that the number of parties is in and by iteelf the deter- 
mining factor, would we not be justified in calling the Horthy regime 4 democratic 
system? We could also question whether the various bourgeois parties of the Weet- 
ern democracies really observe the principles they verbally profess. The parties 
of the classical bourgeois democracy of the past century obviously represented 
individual classes and strata; at present, most of them--posing as “people's par- 
ties"--are engaged in canvassing votes and subjecting to their influence strata 
characterized by the most diverse interests. We have often pointed out: We do not 
consider the number of party members to be a criterion of the socialist society. 

In our view, socialism can be established in a multi-party system. It is due to 














our apecific historical background that our political mechaniam arose from the one= 
party syetes and as 4 result of many other factors which cannot be discussed within 
the present framework, Sut all thie te another reason why we should direct our 
attention to other forme of democracy in keeping with present conditions, 


The West does not want to admit that in our country the dialog between the leadere 
and the rank and file=-a continuous, routine exchange of opinions and idease=-is 
becoming more and more intensive, We are interested in many other forme of democ~ 
racy, without considering establishment of new parties. 


There arises the question: If within the framework of the one-party system we urge 
the people to vote, what are they to vote for? The anewer ie simple: for our 
policy! for that which is in need of the consent of the majority of the popula- 
tion, To be eure, thie is 4 ll rather than an election. I would like to add 
that even today we do not regard thie as sufficient. We will go further: We intend 
to make our election system more effective, gore direct so ae to provide the voters 
with greater latitude and more effective means in regard to the election of the 
individuale representing their interests. 


Previously, our ideas concerning socialiem were idyllic. Disregarding the pointers 
given by our classics, we believed and hoped that we were constructing a society 
free from any contradictions. We ignored Lenin's view, according to which contra- 
dictions are an integral part of any live society and the element dist inguishing 
socialiem from capitaliem is not that socialiem does not contain any contradic~- 
tions, but the way in which it resolves these contradictions. Today we take for 
granted the existence of contradictions and differences of interests. 


1 do aot by any meane want to gloss over the real situation. In regard to the 
development of socialist democracy, a great deal remains to be done. But we have 
laid the foundations. Above all, I am thinking here of democracy at the workplace. 
I feel that in thie field we have outstripped the capitalist countries: We are 
trying to give the workers at their workplaces gore and more opportunities for 
shaping their working conditions and for expressing their opinions concerning their 
personal concerns, tasks and plane or those of their collective or for taking rem- 
dial measures. At present, our objective is to accumulate experience, to eliminate 
the formal elements, to revitalize the institutions and to do away with bureaucratic 
excesses. Presently, this is the crucial problee of intra-plant democracy. 


A novel phenomenon is the increased participation of various organs represent ing 
social interests in the discussion and solution of problems concerning the smaller 
or larger collectives. There is no bill, no important decree that we would not in 
advance discuss with as many interested people as possible. The representatives of 
the trade unions, of the Patriotic Popular Front, of the Youth League, of the 
women's movement, of the various organs representing cooperative interests and of 
the diverse professional organs voice their views on all key problems. As meabers 
of leading social and political organs, they participate in the direct guidance of 
society. Their standpoint reflects the views and the criticiem of the majority of 
the population. In commection with the development of our plans and conceptions, 
the Party and other leading organs usually request sociological research institutes 
to analyze the social reality, to expose ite contradictions and to work out perti- 
nent suggestions and recommendations. In our everyday political practice, the 
various ecientific organs and institutions are becoming more and more effective in 
their advisory role. 











The increased independence of the economic unite, the reform of the economic 
estructure and the gradual introduction of a price ayetem that takes inte account 
costes and the conditions in the world market=-all these elements serve to obviate 
subjective errors. There is less and less room for esubjectiviet decisione--however 
well-intentioned they may be. Por example, we cannot decree reduction of the 
vholesale price of pork=-irrespective of the coste=-einee the producere, including 
the production cooperatives and the private farme=-then would stop producing or 
they would slaughter the animale and consume them themeelves rather than market 
thee. 





The Role of the Mase Media 


It would be 4 mistake to disregard the masse media. Some Western circles spare no 
expense or effort to tranemit to ue the voice of the political opposition from 
beyond the border. This exported opposition=-which bases ite “argumentation” on 
quotation and question marks, ridicule and defamation=-does not merit any special 
attention, eapecially since it does not figure large in our thinking. But to name 
a specific characteristic just the same--this opposition holds that socialiem can 
be considered socialiam only if it is poor, dogmatic and rigid; but when the facts 
do not correspond to this pattern, i.e. when we leave these categories behind and 
atrike out in 4 positive direction, then—-argues this opposition—this is no longer 
socialiem, but capitaliem or at least a step in the direction of capitaliem. As 
soon as we declare differentiation, market research, flexibility or the greatest 
possible supply of material goods to be important targets, we are immediately 
branded: Behold--they are deviating from socialism and approaching capitalien. 
The bugbear of socia ism that this opposition wante to maintain makes apparent 
what the antisocialiete in the West want: They want a dogmatic, rigid, conserva- 
tive socialien. 


Against the “opposition press” demanded by the West, we are pitting the practice 
of a responsible press. Committed to our socialist reality and our objectives, our 
mass media enjoy independence. They try truthfully to convey the standpoint of 
public opinion. Without being oppositionist in the aforementioned sense, they 
critically analyze our everyday life and tranemit the frequently quite divergent 
opinions, interests and desires of the various strata. In the press and on tele- 
vision and radio, there periodically take place heated discussions on the most 
urgent and acute problems. To mention just a few discussion topice of the recent 
past: the demographic situation, the attitude of the young people toward Marxism, 
the innovation problems of the Hungarian economy, our intellectual atmosphere, the 
problems and concerns the young intellectuals, artiste and writers encounter in 
embarking on their professional careers, etc. And it is not only justified, apt 
arguments in keeping with true interests that are voiced in these discussions. A 
great deal must be corrected, frequently more than is agreeable to us. But this 
does not invalidate the necessity of discussion nor does it diminish its value. 
That the discussions are fervent, probing and sincere is confirmed even by the 
Weatern radio «tation most hostile to us: While it keeps asserting that the Hun- 
garian people lack liberty of opinion, the most radical, critical comments on 
Hungarian shortcomings quoted by the station--within the framework of a special 
weekly progrem--are taken from our own press. Those reading our papers can hardly 
accuse them of conformisn. 





The Institutions and the Khefors 


[Queetion) But the question is whether the system is strong enough to make correc- 
tions in accordance with the changing conditions, The decision-making procedutes 
have been modified, but according to some Hungarian economists, sociologists and 
publiciete, these changes have not affected the system of institutions, the cen- 
tralisation of the decision-making process, Can we find a way out of our economic 
and sociopolitical difficulties without modifying the institutional system? Does 
this system give latitude to the creative, enterprising experts whom we cannot dis- 
pense with in the face of economic competition? 


[Anewer) You consider the system of our institutions to be static, even though it 
has undergone 4 tremendous development during the last 25 years. To be sure, we 
still have not progressed past the initial stages--our institutions must be devel- 
oped further. Independence has assumed extraordinary significance. Our pioneers=-- 
Robert Burgert, Ede Horvath, letvan Seabo or the director general of the Skala 
department stores, Demjen, all of whom were awarded the State Prize this year=-are 
individuals who are creative within the existing inetitutional system and who are 
capable of making their decisions independently. Our institutional system not only 
allows but requires such modes of operation, such people—the numerous instances of 
conservative conduct notwithstanding. 


[Question] I am tempted to say that the whole reform isewe revolves around one 
fundamental problem. 1 feel that regional and nationwide reforms must be imple- 
mented precisely by those managers who might then--ae a result of the victory of 
innovation=--lose their jobs. Frequently, the introduction of reforms is expected 
of those whose very existence depends on whether or not the old system is main- 
tained. 


[Answer| Most of the leading individuals are capable of implementing reforms and 
of modernizing themselves and the institutions controlled by them. And this is 
decidedly in their interest, for in doing so they consolidate their own moral and 
material existence. So they are not interested--your question was illogical--in 
preserving the old, outdated conditions. On the contrary: They a-e interested in 
adapting to the present requirements. We are trying to create conditions--and if 
you attentively read the documents of the last party congress, you will learn that 
this is so--that encourage or even compel the managers to make independent and 
quicker decisions. Are there people who oppose the reforms’ Undoubtedly, such 
people exist. Any fossilized, developmentally arrested individual is an obstacle 
to innovation. Naturally, a certain degree of habituation is an integral part of 
human nature. For example, I am often told that some people are reluctant to move, 
even though they have been offered a better apartaent, just because they have becom 
accustomed to the old apartment. What | am saying is that ve must approach people 
with patience; if we do not convince the people, overly radical changes will not 
contribute to progress. 


[Question] How do you determine that a certain individual holding a key position 
is unqualified for the job, for accomplishing the tasks required?’ 


[Anewer] Individuals in positions of leadership are likewise subject to the per- 


formance principle. As a result of the reform and the development of society, we 
can evaluate more accurately and directly the operations and results of a plant or 
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enterprise. These factora describe the management ae well; they indicate whether 
it ie qualified or unqualified, In this respect, | attach the greatest importance 
to democracy, that is to say, to the judgment of the employees, and | cannot imagine 
4 judgment that would be more severe, The people are leas and less willing to 
accept 4 situation where the secretary, the council] chairman, the plant director, 
the chairman of the cooperative or another functionary act against their interests, 
1 admit that in our country the supersession of such individuals could be a more 
rapid and lees cumbersome procedure. The process has begun; there may be setbacks, 
but no standstill. in regard to the taske, there are many differences between the 
beginnings of the reform of 1968 and the 1960's, notably the fact that the people 
have undergone 12 years of learning experience; as compared to 12 years ago, they 
now view the taske differently and thie ie reflected in the fact that much more is 
expected of the functionaries. 





[Question|) Se today the situation is politically leas difficult and economically 
more difficult than 5 years ago’ 


[Anewer) Economically--and perhaps socially as well--the situation is more compli- 
cated, because it is more advanced. But I do not by any means want to dramatize 
the economic difficulties--however serious they may be. The 12th Party Congress 
emphasized the human factors, since they are of crucial importance for the attain- 
ment of our social and economic objectives. Our primary objective is to insure 
that in all fields of work talent and superior performance are given the appropriate 
recognition. Our whole economic system, including our price system, is pointing in 
thie direction and is creating increasingly clear social conditions. 


{Question} Would you not say it was a mistake that you did not sooner tackle the 
problem concerning supersession of unqualified managers? 


[Anewer) For us it ie « matter of principle to discuss all personal matters with 
the collectives, to persuade the people. That costes us 4 lot of time and perhaps 
a lot of @oney as well. But we cannot discontinue this policy; now as before, the 
humanist principles of our system do not permit that. So we, too, have our limite 
that we cannot simply overetep. It goes without saying that our objective is to 
acceler:te these processes. 


The Problems Concerning Armaments 
[Question] To what extent can Hungary pureve an autonomous policy?’ 


jAnewer) Your question eurprises we. So far you have wanted to prove that what is 
going on in Hungary is very different from events in the other socialist countries, 
and now you want to call into question our independence’ As is demonstrated by 
concrete events, our policy is completely autonomous. This is conceded by numerous 
Western observers, i.e. unprejudiced observers without ulterior motives. Many 
people know that it is through Marxist-Leninist methods, in accordance with Hun- 
gery's special conditions, in collaboration with our brothers and friends and in 
the interest of our socialist objectives that we conduct our foreign policy, our 
economic, cultural, science and elucation policy. In this regard, we enjoy the 
full support of our population, for this socialist policy serves our best and gost 
important national interests. 


uk 





{Question} I would like to touch upon another subject. The fact that in the past 
few years Austria has produced better economic results can perhapa be attributed 
to Austria's having practically no military expenditures. 


[Anewer) If socialiam had the say, we would not have any military expenditures 
either, 


[Question] Austria's defense budget is frequently discussed by the Austrian public. 
Many people say it is coo small. Aside from Luxembourg, Austria is the country 
with the emallest defense budget in Europe. In regard to development, is it not a 
factor of great importance when a emall country such as Hungary hae such a large 
defense budget? 


[Anewer) If Hungary and the socialist countries had the say, they would definitely 
champion universal and total disarmament. The expansion of armaments was imposed 
on us; we cannot do anything about it. 





One must keep in mind the vital point. In your journal, there is criticiem con- 
cerning the interpretation of the ideological struggle. We are convinced that no 
nation can be forced from the outside to effect a social transformation, in other 
words that revolutions cannot be exported. in the West, on the other hand, there 
is a campaign advocating termination of the ideological struggle and opposing the 
dissemination of socialist ideas—which campaign produces in uninformed individuals 
the impression that we do nothing but plan the movements and uprisings in the Third 
World. Not a word of this ie true. These peoples have their own freedom and inde- 
pendence movements and this is one of the basic characteristics of our epoch. Nat- 
urally, these movements welcome any support for their struggle for national inde- 
pendence, for progress. We did not fan the uprising against Somoza; the support 
the dictatorship received from the United States possibly exacerbated the situation, 
transforming the uprising into a life-and-death struggle. It was not we who unleashed 
the Iranian revolution. And we have never forced our assistance on people who did 
mot request it. But we are on the side of progress and by the means available to 
us we will help those oppressed peoples who expect support from us. 


[Question] In your opinion, can one categorically rule out the possibility that 
the Soviet Union and the Wareaw Pact states may commit an error in the field of 
foreign policy? le it only the West that makes the mistakes’ 


[Anewer] It is hardly necessary to answer this question. We are human beings and 
we do not consider ourselves infallible. Instead, let us examine the character of 
the basic processes that determine all actions. The actions of the West are deter- 
mined by a state of consciousness that was produced not only by the spread of 
socialiem after World War II, but also by the fact that in the past 3 years sev- 
eral West European countries lost their huge colonial empires. Two new worlds have 
emerged: the socialist world and the world of the former colonies, which attained 
national independence. In the beginning, there was the Truman doctrine, which 
aimed at destroying the Soviet Union. In his diary, the American president holding 
office at that time wrote about the plan concerning annihilation of the Soviet 
Union and he did so at a time—after World War Il--when the United States, which 
had grown richer than ever and which was expanding its enormous nuclear industry 
and ite agriculture, vas facing a tormented, ravaged Soviet Union that had lost 

20 million people in the war. Where and when have the United States changed its 
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domestic or foreign policy? Over the past decades, ite failures have been demon- 
atrated by an inflation that hae turned into stagflation, by millions of unemployed; 
the riote in Florida proved that the race problem, which the United States plays 
down as ghetto problema, are etill acute=-there does not seem to be any solution, 
any way out, 


And foreign policy’? America supported the system of the Shah and that of Somoza up 
to the last minute. It helped the Fasciste in Chile to seize power. Ratification 
of the SALT Ll Agreement was shelved. In the present election campaign, the candi- 
dates are outdoing each other with their demands for more and more armaments, 
armaments that threaten the whole world, 


{Question} All their mistakes and naivete notwithetanding, the Americans have some 
kind of capacity for self-purification. For example, Johnson was not renominated 
after Vietnam. 


[Anewer) At the 20th Party Congress, the historically young Soviet Union mustered 
up the strength to own up to ite mistakes. An erroneous attitude on the part of 
the United States is their truculent hostility toward the Soviet Union. In regard 
to this position, they are prepared to ally themselves with anybody. The American 
president--the third president to do so--wants to play what is called the Chinese 
card. To be a Soviet citizen and to live next to Ghina is totally different from 
being an Austrian, Hungarian or Frenchman. Just imagine what it would be like if 
there existed next to the United States a gigantic country that had five times as 
many inhabitants and that openly declared ite intention to destroy America at any 
price. 


[Question}) Mr Deputy Premier, do you know how emall is Ghina's national income? 
How could such a backward country be a threat to the powerful Soviet Union? 


[Anewer}] You have to calculate differently! Remember the words of Mao Zedong: 

War is inevitable--no matter whether or not it will kill 400 million Chinese, hun- 
dreds of millions will stay alive. I frequently talk to Soviet citizens. They all 
feel uneasy about living next to a country that attacks Vietnam and says: That was 
necessary~-we had to teach them a lesson. 


[Question] But just now an attack is being launched on Mao Zedong's entire life- 
work. 


[Answer] But the principle concerning the inevitability of war has been retained 
and the hatred against the Soviet Union is still being fomented. In 1959, on the 
occasion of a state visit, our delegation was received by Mao. A member of our 
delegation said at that time: Comrade Mao, if you maintain this rate of develop- 
ment, you will catch up with us and even overtake us within 5 years. Mao replied: 
Whether it will take us 5 years or 40 before we reach your present level, it is 
all the same to us--but will you still exist then? 


Naturally, in 1959 when I was there, I viewed the China problem very differently as 
compared to the 1960's, and presently my view has changed again. But one thing is 
certain: The Soviet Union--a country that lost 20 million people, where every 
family mourns its hero—speaks differently about war and peace. For the Soviet 
Union, the primary objective is to insure favorable conditions for peaceful develop- 


ment. 





[Question] We will see what kind of policy the Soviet Union will be pursuing in 
Afghaniatan, 


|Anawer) I recently talked to a French statesman and I said that there is a 
chronology that begins with the birth of Ghrist and another chronology that begins 
with the French Revolution, etc. You can reset assured that in connection with 
Afghanistan no new chronology will be introduced. Afghanistan serves as an excuse 
for the anti-Soviet hysteria, for the American propaganda. Juat look at the way 
the well-known presence of Soviet advisers in Cuba was all of a eudden played up 
and how it was used to unleash mass hysteria! These campaigne do not serve the 
interests of the American people; they serve the interests of certain ruling cir- 
cles, We would be very happy if the security of the world could be ineured at a 
lower armaments level, It would be better yet if this arms race were discontinued 
altogether. 


On ‘Hegemony’ and ‘Dissidents’ 


[Question] In Hungary's present-day cultural life, what does the concept of 

"Marxist hegemony” stand for? Do there exist in Hungary the so-called "dissidente" 
or “oppositioniete"? If they exist, what political trends do they reflect, what is 
their political significance? If no such people exist, why not? Is there censor- 


ship in Hungary? 


[Anewer) We are making allowance for the fact that there exist--aside from Marx- 
ists and oppositionist individuals--several intermediate intellectual-political 
trends, which ideologically are not yet or not quite socialist, but which are not 
antisocialist. In our relations with these people, we are striving for hegemony. 
This concept of hegemony applies to the cultural sector and to the social sciences, 
to the field of ideology in general. Marxism-Leninism is not a state religion; its 
primacy is not imposed from above; rather, it is attained through effort. 


The party of the working class, the Communist Party, shapes its policy so as to 
protect the interests of all working people; it feels responsible for all citizens, 
for the entire population. This is a reflection of a certain power situation; we 
have no reason bashfully to hide this. But it would be wrong to think that as a 
result of this situation every member of our society will affirm the Marxist world- 
view. The hegemony of Marxism within the framework of our social system is a fact; 
it is an active hegemony that encourages discussion and further development. In 
our country, the cause of socialism is supported by a large number of people who 
believe in God or who adhere to various petit-bourgeois or bourgeois ideas or prin- 
ciples of life. We take note of and heed reality. In the period of transition from 
capitalism to socialism--the period in which we live--this situation is likely to 
persist for a long time. I would consider it premature to wonder about a time when 
Marxism will have become a universally valid worldview in our society. In the face 
of the continued existence of ideological differences, we are fighting for a national 
unity that is committed to the socialist objectives. 


Thus hegemony comprises permanent discussion and a continuous dialog among the 
Marxists and between Marxists and non-Marxists, socialists and nonsocialists--a 
discussion that grants space to the other side and that responsibly weighs critical 
words and statements. The essence of socialist hegemony is to understand and con- 
vince the other side, to defend and enhance the leading role of the socialist ideas. 
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Thies is not only a theoretical principle of our cultural policy; thie is what we 
practice, Lt is saide-and we do act in thie way--that we are primarily interested 
in the development of qualitatively better, progressive cultural values that enrich 
socialiem and that we are working toward thie, It is not only people we care for, 
but aleo works of art; we do not revere any “holy cows"; rather, we respect the 
creators of good worke of art, We consider it the right and the obligation of art 
responsibly to criticize our reality, and in accordance with this view we support 
serious experiments and encourage diverse atyles. There is no contradiction 
between the struggle for socialist hegemony and the respect for political loyalty. 
The Weat, too, knows very well that in our country there are talenta--including 
those that have been awarded the highest state prize--whom we recognize to a large 
extent, whose works we publish on a regular basis, but with whom we disagree--at 
times sharply--in regard to ideological issues. 


There is no censorship in our country. ‘The heads of the presse organs and other 
mass media and of the public agencies decide independently what views will be aired. 
There are a great many candid discussions, in which a variety of views are 
expressed. This can be verified by anyone. We are deeply committed to presenting 
the various views--as long as the conceptions in question are not inimical to the 
system. It is only through such an exchange of views that common convictions and 

a collective will can be developed. 


Beyond our own values, we appreciate and give publicity to any humanist value-- 
irrespective of its origins and of the religious, bourgeois or other ideological 
trappings it may carry. In thie regard, too, we are tolerant. It is a fact that 
we publish a great deal of the West's intellectual output, including superfluous 
works. But at bottom, the results are positive: Our society has become immune 
against many influences; the "forbidden" things have lost much of their magic 
attraction. But this does not by any means signify an uncritical attitude; it 
does not mean that we accept views that we consider erroneous, that we will give 
up the discussions. 


In this regard, we think it is necessary to point out the matters we restrict and 
prohibit. This relatively narrow category comprises those reactionary endeavors 
that attack the foundations of the social system--in other words, endeavors that 
violate the constitution. This includes war-mongering, the dissemination of views 
opposed to peace and hostile to mankind, fascist and racist ideas. Incidentally, 
even some capitalist countries do not tolerate such endeavors and they are prohib- 
ited by the UN Charter. 


You tend to “confuse" the opposition with those who advocate a worldview divergent 
from ours. With the latter, we maintain a constant dialog; we consider them to be 
on our side. As for the "dissidents" or the opposition: In every society, there 
are individuals--among them writers and artistse--~r . | their plans have been 
frustrated and who have difficulty adapting to the onditions. These are 
persons who in the face of conflicts always blame soci °§, never themselves. Fre- 
quently, the so-called dissidents are people of this type, but they are very few in 
numbe r. 


The weight and significance ascribed to them by like-minded individuals in the West 
usually are not based on their intellectual and artistic achievements, but on the 
political role thet they use to chum up to the enemy. The frequently ridiculous 
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overestimation of these individuals, which ie at variance with any value~based 
assesament, the artificial nimbus they are accorded reflect the unscrupulousness 
of anticommunism, which considers anyone a great mind who subscribes to the propa- 
ganda directed against us--a propaganda that surely cannot be considered evidence 
of our value system's instability. Among these people, there are untalented indi- 
viduals and developmentally arrested semitalents, whom the mass media elevate to 
the rank of great artist. It ie not the socialist society, but the organizers of 
these propaganda campaigns who should be ashamed of this peculiar assesement. In 
the socialist society, in present-day Hungary, there is no real literary talent 
that is kept down for political reasons. f certain talents drift over to the 
other shore just the same, we regret this, not least on account of the bitter fate 
that befalls most of these individuals when they can no longer be exploited by the 
sensationalists. Now as before, we say that the way back is open to each of them. 


So in Hungary there is no opposition worth mentioning. The opposition that attacks 
the basic institutions of socialism and that wants capitalism does not have any 
social support, if only because of the fact that in our country there is no signif- 
icant stratum that would negate or repudiate our system's foundations, goals, 
methods and style of work. 





It goes without saying that we do not regard as an oppositionist every person whose 
view of our country differs from that of the Party, the government and the majority 
of the population and who differs in that he or she calls into question individual 
problems concerning the construction of socialism, the efficiency of the practical 
problem-solving process and the priorities established--not the substance of 
socialiem. With such individuals, we conduct a dialog end we thank them for their 
useful comments and suggestions. 


The composition of this numerically small oppositionist group, which in regard to 
the personal histories of its members shows great diversity, is notable for certain 
specific characteristics: It includes individuals who are attracted to certain 
institutions of bourgeois democracy. But the majority of these persons are not 
enthusiastic about exploitation and they do not want to bring back the big land- 
owners. The great number of agents provocateurs, who through launching violent, 
terrorist attacks on the bourgeois system want forcibly to establish a dictator- 
ship, are a dangerous burden on the society of the Western countries. The Hungarian 
public not only does not support these terrorist attempts; it absolutely condemns 
them. But in our country, too, there are some individuals--very few I should say-- 
of the agent provocateur type, but their mode of operation is different, more 
"gentle." They likewise say: “The nastier, the better"; that is to say, that the 
system should be provoked so that it “takes off the kid gloves and shows its iron 
claws." It is surprising that this attitude is supported in the Western world; the 
significance and the influence of an opposition pursuing such objectives are mag- 
nified nearly a hundredfold. In this process, the opposition is celebrated as the 
protagonist of freedom. It is granted freedom of movement and opportunities for 
communication. It is typical that Western news agencies make a great fuss as soon 
as 184 oppositionists in Budapest sign some kind of provocative letter of protest; 
but they did not publish the Budapest Peace Appeal, even though it contained the 
protest——formulated in the interest of peace--of millions of Hungarian citizens 
against the latest American armaments plans. Such conduct represents interference 
in the internal affairs of our nation; it cannot influence our actions and deci- 
sions, since no outsider may interfere in our affairs. 
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{Question} is connection with the aforementioned protests, a number of people have 
now lost their jobae=by order of the authorities, At least this is what I have 
been told, I have also been told that someone who was looking for a job went to a 
factory or somewhere, where they consulted a list and told that person they could 
not hire him. So there was a list, did you know that? 


[Answer] Do you really believe all the stories you hear? And these stories are so 
vague that you cannot name anything specific. 


[Question) There is one thing I do not understand. In yo r country, no one was 
arrested for signing the protest against the sentences in the CSSR. So why was it 
necessary to revoke agreements? 


[Answer] In this respect, there is no central decree. Nor is it true that the 
people in question are persecuted. Many of these individuals live quite well; 
quice a few of them would not change places with me as far as incomes are con- 
cerned. Among them, there are some very good translators who work very hard and 
who make a lot of money. Others are drifters, loafers, who cannot find their 
place, who naturally are not welcomed anywhere. It may also happen that after the 
necessary, efficiency- and modernization-oriented reorganization the director of 
the institution says he does not need euch rotters. And is it really inconceivable 
that a director or a collective have a spontaneous aversion to individuals who 
carelessly and irresponsibly want to discard the achievements of our nation? It 
is unlikely that someone showing a destructive attitude is a constructive worker. 


[Question] Well, I only asked you whe.her there was a centrally controlled move? 
If it was a centrally controlled measure, it would apply to 184 people. 


[Answer] There was and there is no such thing. Just yesterday, I read in MAGYAR 
NEMZET a--bad--article by one of them. Others have expressed their views in 
KRITIKA. But no matter what paper you read, you right away find a "signatory"; 
their books, too, are being published by the state. 


[Question] Is it true that in regard to this matter there was a diplomatic note, a 
protest on the part of the CSSR? 


[Answer] I have never heard or seen anything of that nature--there was no Czecho- 
slovak protest. Incidentally, it never fails to surprise me that the West con- 
siders these people the realistic thinkers of the East. Just watch our television 
programs, listen to our radio! Read the weeklies and the dailies--they are full of 
criticism and revelations. We not only tolerate the critical interpretation of 
reality; we encourage it. This is not contradicted by the fact thet we dispute 
erroneous views and dubious ideas propagated by these authors. 


[Question] In the journal ELET ES IRODALOM, I read the “classical” statement: 
"The wages are not sufficient to live on, but one can feather one's nest with the 
incidental earnings.” 


[Anewer}] It is a literary punch line, which resembles that of a good joke: There 
is a kernel of truth, but the rest is not entirely true. In Hungary, the people 
live by their wages and by the income derived from honest work--income that has 
many forms and sources. Those who have sufficient time and energy, can hold--aside 














from their main jobewa socially useful secondary job and this is entirely legiti-~ 
mate, in their epare time, the workers can legitimately render services and carry 
out repaire, while the farmers are permitted=-aside from their work in the common 
fields of the IPC |agricultural production cooperatives)=-to work the so-called 
domestic plote for thempelves and for the market, Unfortunately, in some occupa= 
tional categories in Hungary, above all in the service sector, tipping is prac- 
ticed to excess, in some jobs in the health service sector, tipe are given as a 
“token of gratitude"; the truth is, however, that thie is not applicable to the 
42 percent of the doctors who work in laboratories, research inetitutes and x-ray 
stations; rather, it ie applicable to those engaged in direct therapy. One of the 
reasone for thie ie the whivereal free medical care. Then there are people who 
fraudulently abuse the given opportunities. For thie reason, our principles and 
moral norm make 4 rigorous distinction in regard to incomes: No matter how much 
money an individual makea=-if that incom is derived from work, it is considered 
honest incom, But any income=-however emall it may be~-that is earned by fradulent 
meane is considered dishonest income, dishonest profit. 


{Question} How do you view the future? To what extent does the political stabil- 
ity, the good atmosphere you mentioned depend on the fact that Janos Kadar holds 
the office of first secretary? 


|Anewer] There is no doubt that Janos Kadar is an historic personality, not only 
because he aseumed--at an historical turning point--leadership of the Party and of 
the country, but above all because he turned owt to be the right man. If I may put 
it in such terms, it is the historic good fortune of our nation to have found the 
right leader, who aside frem his good personal qualities has the crucial ability to 
learn from history, to perceive the requirements of reality, to view matters in 
terms of long-range development, to make the people accept the tasks confronting 
the nation and to reconcile the different elemente of our society. The fate of 
Janos Kadar has always been the fate of his people. Through his own experience, he 
knows the last 50 years of the history of the Hungarian people: the misery and the 
suffering of the Horthy era; the raging of fascism; the imprisonment; the ordeal of 
World War Il; the joy of liberation and the distortions of the period of the per- 
sonality cult. One can say that in many respects his personal history coincides 
with the history of our working class and our nation. This enormous experience and 
knowledge was a contributing factor in the development of his personality, but at 
the sam time he retained the good qualities of the worker. Janos Kadar has always 
adhered to a fundamental principle: He feele it is impossible to do the political 
work without the people; the good leader is not the one who makes his decisions 
independently; rather, it is imperative that more and more people participate in 
the decision-making process and in the implementation of these decisions. Kadar 
considers the Party not a controlling force, but an organization serving the people. 
All of his efforts are aiaed at getting as many people as possible to support the 
policy of the USAP and actively and imaginatively to promote and advance it. I am 
not saying that socialist democracy is already perfect, but I would like to point 
Out that our democracy is now so strong that no one would be able to prevent us 
from attaining our basic objectives. in this regard, there has taken place a 
development which in the minds of the people has merged with the personality of 
Janos Kadar and in which the role played by certain personalities, above all by 
Janos Kadar, is indisputable. The most important factor is that this country has 
learned to appreciate ite assets (albeit modestly), to fight for its deve lopment 
and to face uw to ite mistakes. 
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[Question) Are there political prisoners in Hungary? 


|Anewer) There are no political prisoners; to be sure, some capitaliet papers 
regard as “political” prisoners those who under the influence of alcohol emash up 
the furniture of « tavern and shout “Pfeilkreusler" [not further identified) slo- 
gane and who on account of this are sentenced to--let us say~--3 months’ imprison- 
ment. 


[Question] 1 am asking thie question, because I believed, because I was convinced 
that there are political prisoners, According to an article published in the 
emigration or Samiedat press, Hungary's Attorney General actually quoted some 


figures. 


[Anewer) 1 think that if there exieted in Hungary just one political prisoner, 

the Western press would already have played up that fact. To be sure, our laws 
prohibit agitation. And we do not tolerate any situation where an individual 
might be branded just because he or she happens to be~-let ue say~--a gypsy. But 
thie is not persecution of differently minded individuals; it is a legitimate safe- 
guarding of the public order that does not violate civil Liberties. 


On the Threat of War 
[Question| Do you fear that war may break out? 


|Anewer) When I used to fly in two-engine planes, I always tried to locate the 
emergency exit. In the present-day supersonic planes, I no longer care about that. 
Should a catastrophe occur, there won't be any emergency exits. I feel it is not 
simply a question of war; rather, there may be crises that would arrest social 
development. At the present level of development, the Cold War of the 1950's can- 
not be repeated, if only because of the fact that in the Third World, too, there 
will be tensions and explosions that will open up new front lines; not to mention 
the fact that in the United States falee nuclear alerts are becoming more and mre 
frequent. But the growing force of the desire for peace is a world-political fact; 
i trust we will be able to maintain peace. 


[Question] It is true, we know about the American nuclear alerts, but we are not 
told anything, when such mistakes happen in the Soviet Union. 


{|Anewer}] The danger of technical errors is ommipresent, what with this dangerous 
accumulation of armaments; but if such blunders were committed in the Soviet Union, 
you would certainly get to know about it. But there is one thing I would like to 
emphasize. During my visits to the Soviet Union, I met and talked with all types 
of people: The Soviet people, the Soviet leadership are doing their utmost to pre- 
vent war; they fervently desire disarmament. 


There is not a single Soviet general who would want to start a war. Having gone 
through horrible suffering, this nation wants nothing but peace--as is evidenced by 
the declarations made by Brezhnev. But it is not only Brezhnev who wants peace. 

In the Soviet Union, no one owns war industry stocks--neither the leaders nor the 
common people. For the Soviet Union, disarmament would be a great advantage; by no 
means would it be a Loss. 





[\Queation) At present, the Soviet Union's national income is half ae big as that 
of the United States, and yet it spends more on armaments, 


|Anewer) The socialist world must protect itself, The Soviet Union is not willing 
to waste 4 single kopeck. 


(Question) Here we are getting into value judgments. And that exceeds my compe- 
tence; such @ discussion would go beyond the framework of thie interview. 


\Anewer) But let me point out to youe-and this fact will not exceed your logic=- 
that the Soviet Union is not in the least interested in war. It is not the Soviet 
Union that invented colonization, that unleashed a world war; the firet decree the 
Soviet Union passed upon establishing ite national identity wae concerned with 
peace. 


[Question] The Soviet Union ie not interested in war, but=<it ie sliding into it; 
nor are Afghanistan or Cuba interested in war... 


[Anewer} But do you deny that in the United States many people are interested in 
the armaments industry? 


[Question] They may be interested in the stocks of the armaments industry, but as 
far ae war is concerned... 


[Anewer) The war industry is interested in replacing the weapons systems every 7 
years. 


[Question] That, too, is not so simple a problem. No one would assume that Ameri- 
can capitalism is devoid of realistic leaders. 


[Anewer] Unfortunately, in the present situation even some segments of the well- 
meaning, but misguided masses fear unemployment more than war. In our country, 
total disarmament would be a threat to no one. I believe in socialiam as the 
future of mankind. 


[Question] I do not want to meddle in the internal affairs of Poland, but I would 
like to ask whether any conclusions could be drawn from the Polish events in regard 


to Hungary's policy? 


|Anewer] There is a valid principle we always observe: It is necessary to study 
both the international and the domestic experience, to learn from both the good and 
the bad and seriously to consider the lessons taught by socialist construction. We 
must not consider our people a guinea pig; we must collaborate with the people. We 
have always done so--even after the serious conflict of 1956. In this way, we suc- 
ceeded in forging the national unity that is reflected in a harmonious and concen- 
trated force unifying the people, and we were able further to consolidate the system 
of socialist democracy--the socialist democracy that is characterized by independent 
trade unions and by respectful cooperation between the mass movements and the 
churches. It is precisely the practical application of experience that taught us 
to be eternally dissatisfied and continuously to improve our methods so as to 
insure harmonious relations and stable cooperation with our people. 








lt ie likewise quite natural that the socialist cowmtries, including Hungary, Lead 
diverse moral and political aseietance to the Polish people and the Polish party 
and estate leaders, who are engaged in solving the present problem, in thie 
reapect, our countries are convinced that the Polish people=-and no one but the 
Polish people=-can solve ite problems and regulate ite affairs. We are certain 
2* the Polish people will find the right socialist methods for solving ite 
problems. 


[Question] What Kafka said about truth could be said about socialism as well: 
“Even though there is only one truth, it ie @ living thing and thue--like life-<it 
has many faces," 


[Anewer) 1 agree with that, Indeed, I hope that socialiem will change and develop. 
It ia not only in ite dialectical philosophy that it recognizes development as a 
primary value; it actually changes thinge in accordance with its capacities, ite 
nature, ite opportunities. We are certain that in regard to further enrichment and 
ambitious development, the changes socialism will undergo will exceed all we can 
presently imagine--and we are surely not lacking in imagination. And as socialien 
spreads, it will become more variegated and colorful. 


{Question} Theoretically, would setbacks euch as occurred in 1953 and 1954 be 
conceivable? 


|Anewer) Theoretically, anything is conceivable. But I feel that our people have 
deve loped and matured and that their desire for positive changes hase become so 
strong that this could not happen. 


[Question] In one of his last articles, Lenin drew attention to the necessity to 
fight bureaucracy. 


|Anewer] Yes, that is a continuous struggle... 


[Question}) But in your country, too, bureaucracy is ommipresent. Each of the 
diverse organizations maintains the same departments and functions. The country 
ie emall; everybody knows everybody elee and yet every project involves more people 
than would be necessary. This goes for the prees and for other sectors. The 
bureaucracy is gigantic. 


{[Anewer] | am somewhat surprised that you equate the existence of bureaucracy with 
socialism. Parkinson based his famous book about the irrationality of bureaucracy 
on the experience he gained in your society. If I'm informed correctly, the book 
by Peter, which created a stir 2 years ago, likewise criticizes the excesses of 
capitalist bureaucracy and claims that everyone is continually promoted witil he or 
she reaches a level at which the requirements exceed the individual's capacities 
and then the individual is simply left there. Why should I deny it: As long as 
there is administration, we will have the specter of bureaucracy. I feel that to 
some extent this is inevitable, while some of it could perhaps have been prevented. 
At any rate, we must fight it. We are also facing the threat of excessive social 
organization and we must keep trying to simplify matters wherever this is feasibic. 
Incidentally, we have already produced a few models concerning elimination of 
organizational excesses. 


Si, 





{Question} Can you cite some examples! 


|Anewer) Plante, enterprises, inetitutions, It ie no secret that in the sciences 
there are thousands of superfluous people who should work instead in industry and 
agriculture, since in those sectors scientific experte are in short supply. tn 
thie respect, regrouping is called for, 


[Question) But how about those who are got qualified for any particular job, those 
who can only perform supervisory fwumctions? 


|Anewer) During the period after the Liberation, individuale who were in favor of 
our building « new life-workers, farmers, salaried employees, members of the 
intelligentia=--had to be assigned to supervisory jobs they were not trained for. 
Today there are only very few individuale who do not have the appropriate echooling, 
i.@. who do not have the engineering or other degree required by the job in ques- 
ong Incidentally, those individuale who proved themselves to be competent have 

mh retained, 


[Question] But many of them gave up their original occupation on account of the 
promotion, for the sake of the career. Consequently, they now hold positions in 
the People's Front, in the trade unions, etc. 


|Anewer) You are wrong if you think that the masse movements and representative 
organs are rest homee--that is simply not true; there are no such sanitariume in 
our country. But those who in their jobs can no longer keep up with modern devel- 
opmente are transferred to other functions in the domestic economy or in the state 
apparatus, where they etill can do weeful work. We have the political courage and 
the determination to tackle the task of regrouping, but we want to accomplish this 
in a deeply humane way; we do not want to forget the social services these people 
have rendered. Incidentally, it is characteristic that in your question you 
referred exclusively to high-ranking individuals who rose from the masses and even 
in this regard your generalization is inappropriate. These matters cannot be 
settled through decrees alone. A very important factor in this regard--and I would 
eay fortunately--is the increasingly intensive force of circumstances. Socialisn, 
too, aspires to efficiency; the system is assuming o new look, it is undergoing 
development. For this reason, we are opposing all attempts aimed at bringing on 
the Cold War. It is only through detente that the development of democracy and of 
freedom can be accelerated. On the one hand, you accuse us of ignoring human 
rights and on the other hand you say we are too tolerant vis-a-vis mistakes. We 
cannot and we do not want to treat people with a brutality that would be humiliat- 
ing. I myself consider it my personal responsibility to help those who through no 
fault of their own have fallen behind in the rush toward modernization. 


{Question} There are certainly a great many taske--and that applies to the top as 
well. 


[Anewer) We still have « long way to go and I do not think that we will ever reach 
the end of this road. 
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Nationaliem le Perilous 


\Question) All over the world, people point to the intensification of national ian, 
le ie true that fationaliem is growing in Hungary ae well’ Or ie there only a 
healthy national consciousness’ To what extent are the Hungarians living in 
neighboring countries a political, moral or national problem for Hungary, for the 
Hungarians in those countries and for Hungary's political leadership? 


|Anewer) We consider nationalism to be extremly dangerous in the present-day 
world, a world which has been shrinking as well as expanding. Aa for an honest 
fhational coneciousness, we reapect it and consider it progressive, for socialienm, 
too, develope within a national framework. We regard ae justified the national 
pride that te based on the genuine values of both the past and the present, But 
we consider and condem as nationalism any endeavor or concept that overtly or 
covertly encourages contempt for other peoples-<in ite extrem forme, racial 
hatred=-faleification of national histories, approval of peeudovalues, chauviniat 
attitudes. 


The danger of nationaliem is present in Hungary as well. One need only recall that 
after World War I the imperialists of the Entente reduced the territory of defeated 
Hungary~-partly in retaliation for the Soviet-based republic--to one-third of its 
former size, and it is partly for thie reason (and partly for other reasons) that 
one-third of the Hungarian people live outside our borders. 


Nationalism escalated, because the Horthy regime responded chauvinistically to the 
difficult socioeconomic problems of the country. For a quarter century, this regim 
contaminated our people by fomenting nationalist and chauvinist passions. 


We terminated thie evil, mendacious tradition. It is on the basis of our Marxist 
principles, of the real interests of our nation that we have been shaping our rela- 
tions with our neighbors and with the nationalities Living within our borders. 
During the period after the liberation, it was difficult--on account of the well- 
known political distortions--to make the first steps: The Swabian population suf- 
fered from excesses, and subsequently serious encroachments occurred vis-a-vis the 
South Slavic minority. Today all this is merely an instructive gaemory. The 
present-day conditions are characterized by the fact that both the German-speaking 
and the South Slavic people in Hungary have founi a home in the country. The other 
nationalities Likewise regard as theirs the soil on which they were born and on 
which they live and work. We coneletently guarantee the rights of the national 
minorities; we guarantee uee of the native tongue, preservation of the national 
culture, opportunities for learning, expansion and development of the relations 
with the homeland. Thue, rather then perpetuating or reviving the old antagoni ems, 
these nationalities further cooperation and rapprochement. They function as « con- 
necting link, ae « bridge and we are committed to helping them perform thie func- 
tion, partly because we know: Ae the general well-being of ite citizens--iacluding 
the national minorities--improves, a country gains in strength. 


In epite of all theese advances, we have not yet been able totally to eradicate 
mationaliem. We do not deny that in thie field there exist ensolwed problems and 
tensions. We talk with all those who do not take « correct view of the national 
question. We aleo talk with those who comsider this problem the only crucial na- 
tional iesve. It is wrong to singly out one problem and pet off solution of the 





Othere. We guest not create ta Europe « tense, negative situation, where everything 
etagnates. it te necessary to engage in diecession with thoee whe are on the wrong 
treck, but with prejudiced cheuvialete we heave nothing in common. We feel our task 
le te eet an tafluential exemple, aot te sow hatwed. One of our objectives is te 
build an efficient, rational econemic system, to improve the quality of life of the 
entire society, to create « life that is truly worth living. All this calle for a 
truly eoctaliet policy that te in eccord with the interests of the nation and aleo 
for a good nationality policy. In owr view, it ie only internationalian--the inter- 
nationaliom that presently ie becoming increasingly influential everywhere-~ that 
can eettle the complex probleme in commection with the national question. Violation 
of the principles of internationaliem hurte not only the national minority, but aleo 
the nation in question. But however chese we feel to the Hungeriane living in other 
countries, we know full well that the fate of our people depende on what we accom- 
plieh at home; it depends on whether we succeed in building « socialiet Hungary 

that we can take pride in and that boosts our sel f-esteen. 


We condemn any attitude that responds mationalistically to nationaliem. It is a new 
but by no meane surprising phenomenoe that euch attitudes are encouraged by circles 
outeide our borders, above all by extremist emigre groups in the United States, but 
aleo by certain official circles of that country who are pureuing « deceitful policy: 
What they tell one country differs from what they tell another country. They are 
not interested in eliminating the friction that occasionally arises among the coun- 
tries; rather, they want to intensify it. We are convinced that those who are taken 
in by euch manipulations inflict harm--intentionally or unintentionally--on the 
Hungarians outeide our bordere and aleo on Bungary iteelf. We never wanted and we 
still do not want to conceal or sidestep the existing problems; rather, we want to 
settle them in «a friendly, socialiet way. We consider this our own business--we do 
mot need any uninvited, foreign “helpere", nor do we need people who pose as the 
guardians of the national conecience. 


Austria and Hungary 


(Question) In the last few yeare, the relations between Auetria and Hungary have 
been developing very favorably. Ie thie attributable to certain personalities, to 
specific political conditions? If not, what historical, cultural and political 
factore are they based on? 


[Anewer) To « large extent, the development of the relations depends on certain 
individuals, on the given estate leaders, at least insofar as they recognize the 
historic necessity of normalizing and expanding these relations and insofar as they 
try to preserve those of the undoubtedly existing traditions behind the relations 
that will promote neighborly relations today and in the future. 


Historically, our relations are not free from contradictions. In the past, there 
wae a fair amount of friction between Hungarians and Austrians, but there were also 
unifying factore and aspirations. A great many Hungarians were opposed to the ab- 
eolutiem of the Habsburg dynasty and to the counterreformation, but they sympathized 
with the element of enlightemment that was present in Austria's intellectual tra- 
ditions. The traditions of the werkers' sovement are deeply rooted--our social 
ecientiste would find it worthwhile thoroughly to study these traditions and to make 
people aware of them; for as regards our friendship, our neighborly relations, it is 











primarily theese traditions thet are the life-giving historical roote. 


We agree with Federal Chancellor Kreieky: One guet learn from history~--and we are 
learning from it. Five yeare ago, at the Heleinki Conference, Janos Kadar called 

to mind the fact that for centuries the Hungarian nation was living at the croee- 
roede of military campaigne; it made immense sacrifices to eneure ite continued 
existence. In the past 500 years, our homeland was reduced to rubble five times. 

It wae only after the victory of the antifaeciet coalition 35 yeare ago, after the 
successful war of Liberation waged by the Seviet army that the Mungarian nation 
attained true, permanent independence. For us, peace and security, friendship and 
cooperation among the peoples of Europe represent an objective that reflects and 
serves the vital intereete of our nation. The expansion of the economic relations 
that are based on the good, neighborly (in the true sense of the word) political 
atmosphere hae enabled ue to put on the agenda the joint examination of the feasi- 
bility of new, long-term forme of large-scale cooperation. The abolition of the 
viea requirement wae an important step in regard to the rapprochement of our two 
nations and the expaneion of our lively relations. We can juetly regard as exempla- 
ry the relations between Austria and Hungary. The eignificance of their exemplary 
relatione--like that of the relations between Hungary and Finland--far tranecends 
the national borders of theese countries. Thie te extremely important. We are cooped 
up on ⸗ emall planet and every single step--however emall-~-is significant. 








We hope our Austrian neighbore and friende will aot regard as boastful the view that 
the developing relations between our two countries--which are about to be expanded 
further--ere of great significance in regard to international relations in general. 
They can testify to the fact that common sense inevitably defeats all malicious 
motives and all prejudices oriented toward alarmiem and unnecessary confrontation. 
Perhaps we will be able with our modest capacities and means to show by example how 
to create « rational, humane world in which peace ie not jeopardized. There should 
be no competition but humane competition. Let use give each other the chance to 
demonstrate under peaceful conditions the better and more efficient system that 
will lead society to « humane life, to a humane way of thinking, to the apogee of 
human @orality. We believe in man's reason and greateess and we believe that our 
eociety ie attractive and that from a historical point of view it is the only alter- 
native that eneures a safe development of mankind. We neither deny our difficulties 
nor do we live without worries, for upon attainment of a new level of development 
the new taske and requirements call for the elimination of new tensions and for im- 
plementation of new projects. We know from experience that to do our work we aust 
constantly improve our state of preparation, heighten our attentiveness and make our 
actions ever more comprehensive. If we had to work only as such as was required 

30 years ago, we could possibly work happily and light-heartedly. But in a con- 
etructive way, we are both satisfied and diseatisfied. We are dissatisfied, be- 
cause we are trying to obtain something better; and we are satisfied, because ve 
live in the energizing tension generated by « rational mode of operation, because 
eocialiem imparte meaning to man's creative work and provides it with opportunities. 
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ROLE OF UNLOW STEWARDS, FACTORY FPOREMEN DEFINED 
Budapest NEPSZAVA in Hungarian 15 Feb 81 p 
[Article by Jeno Toth: "Key People” 


(Text) The role, functions and responsibilities of union shop stewards have in- 
creased substantially in the last 5 years. Union stewards became the key people 
in trade union work, We mention only as a reminder the 1976 Council of Ministers 
decree increasing the righte of shop stewards and, through them, the trade union 
membership, in the resolution of questions related to the workplace, especially 
with regard to distribution and the working and living conditions of employees. 
One year later, rights of representation were expanded further while union stewards 
were promoted to members of leading bodies and put in charge of base orgenization 
activities by the Joint MT-SZOT [Council of Ministere-National Council of Trade 
Unions] resolution No 1018 on the development of democracy in the workplace and, 
more recently, by the 25th congress of Hungarian trade unions and the basic rules 
of trade unions. Thies meant that direct and representative democracy were united 
in the person of the union steward, Just as importantly, his functions include 
both decisionmaking and implementation. 


The union membership elected about 340,000 union stewards and deputy stewards as 
well ase 40,000 chief stewards and deputy chief stewards nationwide in the course 
of last year's trade union elections. 


The Trade Union Stewards 


The union steward is a directly elected representative of the workers. Everything 
relating to trade union work within the trade union group must be organized and 
implemented by him together with his group. He cannot evade any question or task 
which involves, in the final analysis, the dual function of trade unions: helping 
production and strengthening workers’ power, together with organization, education 
and the representation and safeguarding of worker's interests. 


Their Role and Tasks 
Members can turn to him with their problems and difficulties, whether these are 


private or involve the whole group. The union steward must deal with questions 
related to production, labor law, working and living conditions (wages, bonuses, 
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social and cultural facilities, social insurance, work safety, etc.) All taske 
related to production within the union movement framework, everything that facil- 
itatee the participation of workers in the syatem of workplace democracy and every~- 
thing within the realm of social control is under the juriediction of the union 
steward, 


The union steward leads the organizational and movement activities of the group, 
insiete on the righte and duties of trade union members, operates the trade union 
group which exercises an influence over workplace activities and trade union work 
as a whole by conducting discussione in a well-defined framework, presenting ite 
views, positions and proposale as well ae performing a control function, 


The person of the unton eteward ie especially important because he is a go-between 
tranemitting the int «te, aime and requirements of the membership. He organizes 
the execution of trade union resolutions, He has the most direct influence over 
the membership. His aim is to enforce laws and decrees. 


In the course of his activities, the union steward uses arguments, explanations 
and persuasion; in other words, he engages in politics by influencing ideas and 
behavior in the spirit of party policy, encouraging voluntary social action and 
responsibility for the community. 


Thus, the union steward is a key person in trade union work. 
His Scope of Authority 


Shop stewards have the right of consent in the following areas: 

— setting personal base wage levels for workers; 

proposals regarding ministry or higher level decorations and houses; 
awarding of paid extraordinary vacations or bonus vacations; 

housing or housing support provided by the enterprise; 

awarding of social benefite such as personal awards of foreign or domestic 
holidays through the enterprise, office or trade union with partial or full 
waiver of vacation costs; 

selecting the recipients of trade union aid payments; 

- proposals regarding trade union decorations. 


They have a right to present opinions and proposals in all areas related to the 
workers’ living and working conditions, e.g., 

- signing collective contracts (writing labor rules) or modifying earlier ones; 
formulating organizational and operational rules and working procedures; 
judging the activities of their economic manager partners; 
preparation of proposals regarding “Exemplary Worker" awards; 
formulation of production programs at the workplace; 
reorganization of trade union groups; 
granting permissions to engage in secondary employment or a second job; 
calle for overtime or readiness status; 
assignment to school or continued education courses and signing of study contracts; 
prior to transfer or firing of workers; 
in cases of realignment of production norms; 





~ im investigations and findings of material responsibility (defective or damaged 
goods) ; 

~ in cases of disciplinary proceedings; 

* prior to resolution of individual complaints and grievances (labor disputes). 


may have righte of control over 
- compliance with higher level resolutions and legal provisions concerning Living 
and working conditions for workers; 

- compliance with the collective contract, the labor code, organizational and 
operating rules (procedures) as well ae rules concerning job safety, work 
competition, innovation and seniority procedures; 

— checking on the utilization of workers’ opinions and proposals within a view 
towards etrengthened democracy in the workplace; 

- compliance with provisions protecting working women, women with children and 
minors; 

~ implementation of the action plan based on the Youth Act; 

- enforcement of obligations assumed pursuant to study contracts. 


The Foreman 


Local compliance with decrees, laws and enterprise agreements adopted in the 
interests of workers is in everybody's interest. The economic leadership and the 
foremen cannot do a good job unless workers provide support and help in the ful- 
fillment of their taske. 


The union steward helps in the completion of local production and operational plans 
and improving production efficiency. In other words, it is his job to ensure 

that workers understand and identify with production goals. By becoming interested 
in the fulfillment of these goals, a brigade and work competition movement will 
emerge on the basis of conscious and voluntary decision. 


The relationship between the foreman and the union steward is one of partnership. 
(When we speak of foremen, we are naturally including all economic, institutional 
or office managers who, as responsible line managers, direct the work of the mem- 
bership of the trade union group with the authority of employer.) It is very 
important to preserve a clear distinction between the authority and tasks of fore- 
men on one hand and union stewards on the other. Their responsibilities are 
separate: each must carry out the tasks associated with their functions and each 
must seek cooperation in all areas where local decisions are called for. 


The union steward should not wait for the foreman in areas which are of concern to 
workers. He should take the initiative by presenting his experiences, problems 
and the mood of the workers to the foreman. He should present the requirements of 
the workers and they should work jointly toward a resolution. 


In his partnership with the foreman, the union steward carries out his role as a 
representative. tHe conducts discussions and tries to get his views accepted re- 
garding the distribution, completion and evaluation of work; he represents prin- 
ciples of wage policy and proposals regarding wages, bonuses, plans and provisions 
regarding social and job safety issues, defends the real interests of group members 











as well ae their correct aime, When worker intereste are taken into consideration 
and lawe, decrees and regulations are followed then this provides incentives for 
better work, individual ambition and a strengthening of socialist work attitudes, 


Of course, the ideal situation is one where the foreman aleo recognizes his 
partnership with the union eteward, looks him up when he has problems and considers 
hie opinion and proposals, Clearly, thie partnership ie not free from disputes 
and disagreements. In such situations, the union steward is the equal of the 
foreman because he ie the representative of the union and ite membership. The goal 
is to ensure that they arrive at a resolution in cases of disagreement on the 
basis of legal provisions and higher level decisions. They should formulate a 
joint position and act in a coordinated manner, each in accordance with his own 
authority and function, 


The general experience shows that the majority of economic managers, including 
foremen, need the observations and critical or encouraging remarks of union 
stewards, Thies ie true even in cases when euch remarks are not always received 
with enthusiasm, The majority of economic managers hae a higher regard for union 
stewards who are courageous and resolute enough to present their opinions and they 
prefer them to those who are “neither hot nor cold". The union steward acts as an 
elected representative of the membership in the common or individual interest. A 
politically educated manager who is suitable for hie post will help and not hinder 
the steward in his union work. 


His Protection 


Union officeholders are protected by law since they may clash with the economic 
management in the course of performing their union duties in safeguarding and 
protecting workers’ interests. According to the Labor Code: the labor law pro- 
tection of elected trade union officials is valid for the duration of the office 
and for an additional two years following the expiration of such office, except 
when they are recalled due to unsuitability. For the duration of the labor code 
protection it is necessary to obtain the approval of the labor union organ directly 
responsible before disciplinary proceedings may be started against an official. 


Upper level trade union organs follow the work of union stewards, deputy stewards, 
chief stewards and their deputies. They provide protection for them and take a 
stand in occasional cases where more “sophisticated” forms of retaliation are used 
against them, The Labor Code states that coasent of the higher level trade union 
authority is necessary for terminating a union steward either by disciplinary 
procedure or by notice of termination. He cannot be transferred to a different 
area or job category without consent of higher trade union authority. 


This is the legal protection that higher level union authorities can provide for 
union stewards. Such protection is needed to prevent situations where economic 
managers can “retaliate” for positions taken as part of union activities, even if 
such positions were mistaken. There are cases where the higher union authority is 
unable to agree with the union steward but it must still protect him. 


The chief union steward and the trade union committee must constantly make sure 
that union stewards are not being disceiminated against in terms of wages, advance- 
ment or other areas. 


62 





Union stewards, being important officiale in trade union work, deserve recognition, 
moral and political support ae well ae effective protection because their work is 

in the interest of society. On the other hand, union stewards must accept criticiem 
for mistakes they have made, 


Hie situation is most favorable when the group takes his eide on the basis of his 
good work and trade union activity. 


Hie Protectors 


1. In cases where amalp ©» ced meetings are held: 

~ the deputy steward, 4« union steward, the deputy chief steward, the chief 
steward, the social » « committee and, in case of trade committees, the trade 
union committee; 

- members of the trade union committee, members of the auditing committee, the 
social work committees, heads of trade committees, and, in the case of the head 
and members of the enterprise labor executive committee, the megye and Budapest 
committees of the branch or sector trade unions; trade union committees of 
trusts and large enterprises operating as medium-scale organizations or, in 
cases where there are no medium-range organizations, the secretariat of the 
central committee, 


2. In cases where a shop steward assembly is in operation: 

- members of that body, members of the auditing committee, heads of working 
committees; in the case of the head and members of the labor executive committee, 
the megye or Budapest committees of the branch or sector trade unions and 
regional intermediate organizations; shop steward assemblies in trusts and large 
enterprises operating as medium scale organizations; in cases where there are 
no intermediate level organizations, the secretariat of the central committee. 

- in cases where a multi-level assembly of shop stewards is in operation, the 
legal protection of the officials listed in Paragraph 2 is provided by the 
trade union committee of the shop steward assembly on the next higher level. 


3. In the case of deputy union stewards, stewards, deputy chief stewards and chief 
stewards and members of social work committees who are not members of the shop 
steward assembly, the trade union committee must be considered the next higher 
trade union authority. (For workers with several elected trade union offices, the 
trade union organization entitled to exercise the rights specified in the Labor 
Code is always the one d rectly responsible for the highest office held by the 
person under consideration, ) 
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KOR'S SMOLAR URGES WEST TO SHOW SUPPORT POR POLAND 
LD241009 Rome AVANTI in Italian 14-15 Dec 80 Culture Supplement p V1 


[Article by Aleksander Smolar, Polish Workers’ Self-Defense Committee member, 
entitled: “Polish Workers Today") 


[Text] The sound of marching soldiers reaches us from Poland's borders with the 
Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia and the GDR. It does not reach us from the fourth, 
Northern, border, only because it is washed by the Baltic Sea. But even there you 
can now see clearly Soviet ships approaching. 


The nightmare atmosphere, already sufficiently real, is being intensified by Western 
press dispatches and statements by politicians and military leaders. But not only 
has the intervention not taken place yet, despite the many warnings, but it is not 
to be taken for granted that it must inevitably take place. As the French say, the 
woret is not alwaye inevitable. Whether or not it takes place will depend on the 
attitude of the Polish working class, on ite awareness of the limits that cannot be 
exceeded, but aleo on ite steadfast determination. It will also depend on the 
Warsaw authorities, on their realiem, on their realization that Poland cannot be 
governed as hitherto. If they accept the reality of the workers, students, intel- 
lectuals and peasante--best reflected in the new trade union organizations that are 
being created--there will be no obstacle to creating national consensus for extri- 
cating the country from ite present profuund economic, social, and political crisis. 


Obviously the USSR is not “ready” to rec ognize the rebuilding of social pluralism 
guaranteed by institutions, but a respo «ible and realistic stance on both sides in 
Poland can raise the cost of an intervention to a prohibitive level for Moscow. 
Already the country's dimensions and the Poles’ political culture guarantee that 

it would not be a mere public order operation. Furthermore, all the international 
consequences connected with an intervention must prompt Moscow to be very cautious. 
The unity of all Poles, including even honest Party members and the uncorrupt and 
realistically-minded sector of the State apparatus, which places the country's 
interests above all else, can even further limit the threat of invasion. 


A very important role can also be played by the West, by Western public opinion, 
parties, trade union, and governments. It must be the task of all of us in the 
West to bring about a considerable increase in the cost of a possible intervention 
#0 as to dissuade Moscow from resorting yet again to the Brezhnev doctrine. From 
this viewpoint, paradoxically, Western reaction strikes us because of the activity 
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of governments which in recent week have been talking more and more openly about 
the unacceptability of an invasion and of the consequences which it would create 
in the various areas of Rast-West relations. Much more can be done in thie field, 
but even these statements can be coneidered a promising start. Paradoxically, the 
public=--especially the leftwing--seems to be less active in all this. The very 
great attention and anxiety are accompanied by a kind of apathy and almost a kind 
of fatallem=-almost a belief that nothing can be done. How is this phenomenon to 
be explained’ 


Where have all those who protested against the bloodthiraty Hungarian repression 

in 1956 gone? Where are the people--many more of them--who protested against the 
1968 Czechoslovak intervention? Where are the defenders of human rights in Argen- 
tina and Indonesia, Uganda and South Africa? Where are the hundreds of thousands 
of young people, still morally aware, who protested against the Vietnam war, the 
Chilean dictatorship, and many other instances of the abuse of power and injustice? 
Why are they making themselves seen and heard so weakly now when, according to the 
opinion of the State Department, the PCI, NATO, and the Western press, the threat 
of a Soviet intervention looms over Poland? Where are the Western trade unionists 
and workers, where are their feelings of internationalist solidarity and why do we 
hear only--and rarely--statemente from their representatives about the unacceptabil- 
ity of an intervention in Poland's internal affairs by Brezhnev, Honecker, Husak, 
and Ceausescu’? Why are there no major demonstrations of solidarity with the Polish 
workere’? Why are there no demonstrations outside Soviet embassies, letters of pro- 
test, and delegations sent to embassies of countries suspected of harboring evil 
intentions vis-a-vis Poland’ 


Official statements by politicians and trade unionists cannot fill this gap. One 
can hear guch more clearly the chorus of prophets loudly proclaiming once again "the 
end of Poland.” One can see auch more clearly the pens which are already writing 
about the lessons of 1980 in Poland, while some people are preparing a new inter- 
pretation of Sovietiem's fundamental immutability. Others write about the Polish 
workers’ aspirations to self-government and others again about the steadfastness 

of the Christian epirit. But this profound pessimism on the part of the Western 
public regarding the outcome of the Polish workers’ and Polish society's struggle 

is not the only cause of the apathy of the West, and primarily of its leftwing 
forces. 


But you can see how often the moral heritage of mankind's sensitivity has been 
dissipated if you recall the history of relations with the USSR, Chile, China, and 
Cuba and conduct with respect to the Hungarian repression and the Czechoslovak 
intervention: It is not difficult to see that major movements of solidarity have 
occurred when, as 4 result of many complex historical and psychological factors, 
reality has been replaced by a utopia which was mistaken for reality. This is the 
history of a large proportion of the left with regard to the USSR when the latter 
was a vast unknown of history. A hodgepodge of nations and classes. It is the 
history of a sector of the left and of its relations with the Chinese cultural 
revolution, the history of the Cuban myth. 


How many wasted noble sentiments there are in this history, how many illusions 
that concealed reality. 





These movements did not give much to those who fell under the bullying of Soviet or 
Pinochet's police thugs. Perhaps only a little envouragement to the humiliated, 
though thie ie very important. The feeling that they are not alone: perhaps this 
is what provokes the police thugs’ anger because this movement remembers them, but 
unfortunately how quickly such movements die, swept away by other tragedies in our 
world, remaining only ae 4 memory of the massacre carried out. 


The Polish workers’ struggles fascinate the Western public, which sees in them some- 
thing like David's fight with Goliath, the Polish workers versus the Soviet empire. 
Following the tragic experiences in Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan, when 

it seemed that it was a sufficient sign that in the camp of the Soviet empire 
nothing is impossible, that nations that have entered its sphere of domination are 
deprived of history forever--at that moment the Polish workers revealed thie system's 
weakness. 


For the first time in history the Polish workers have fulfilled the workers’ move- 
ment's ancient dream of the strike as a weapon for modifying the social system 
without resorting to force and have revealed the real nature of the Soviet power 
system. But the Polish workers, with their responsible demands and their desire to 
secure 4 more decent standard of living while at the same time taking into account 
the geopolitical restrictions, cannot provide an encouragement for a new utopia. 
They do not provide the recipe for building a new ideal society of the future. On 
the contrary, they are demanding rights which in democratic countries are part of 
the store of long-realized social gaine--the right to strike, to form trade unions, 
and eo forth. 


Furthermore, the Polish workers’ movement has certain disturbing characteristics 
for the western left--for instance, its attitude to religion and the Church. For 
the secular left and even for many Christians educated in the modern Western state, 
it is @ very regrettable aspect of this movement. How many times they have com- 
pared Poland with Iran, with greater or lesser tolerance. Obviously, everyone knew 
that Poland is a country of believers where the majority consider themselves 
Catholice, but even this is not enough to explain why the Pope's portrait embellished 
the gates of the Gdansk shipyard, why Lech Walesa clutched his rosary while signing 
the agreement with the deputy prime minister or why trade union activists so osten- 
tatiously demonstrate their religious feelings. To understand this phenomenon it is 
necessary to realize what has happened in a Communist country to the language of 
the workers’ movement, whose absence greatly disturbs Poland's sympathizers. This 
language has been placed under State control, like all political life, and has be- 
come one of the strongest tools of the abuse of power: concepts such as capitalism, 
socialism, working class, class struggle, or bourgeoisie have become elements in 
the official language of those in power--a dead and rigid language, whose task is 
not to unify people, or to discover their interests and desires, but to divide, to 
make it impossible for a mass awareness to form. The task of this language of 
faleeness, as is the language of the trade unions, was to control people. So there 
is nothing strange in the fact that all social groups have turned against the 
authorities, in an attempt to rebuild society against the Soviet state, and have 
used real language and not the tainted language used by propaganda, language that 
is not manipulated and as it is spoken, whether wisely or foolishly, whether in a 
refined or a simple manner--but always honestly and to talk about mankind's real 
problems, the meaning of life and death, duties and rights, individuals and their 
neighbors--in short, the language of the Church and its symbolism. 





lt ie undoubtedly a paradoxical fact that the clase awareness of the modern prole= 
tariat=-which has been formed gradually by the language of the 19th century left 
and, therefore, also the language of Marxiem=--here in Poland can only be formed 

in Opposition to the language which has become nationalized over the past 35 years. 
Irrespective of the language in each case, in both East and West there are the same 
aspirations: the desire for dignity and autonomy and the revolt against i justice. 
Therefore, Joho Paul II's portrait on the Gdansk gates expresses the same profound 
aspirations ae Marx's portrait hung outeide the Fiat factory in Turin, 


lt ie, therefore, essential that there be an immediate mobilization of the Italian 
working clase, the entire Italian left and the entire public againet the threat 
looming over Poland. It is frightening that the desire to create independent trade 
unions has brought the threat of war to Central Burope. But it is not only the 
Polish people's desires and interests that are at stake here: like it or not, the 
Polish issue is your problem too, let nobody pretend otherwise. If there is a war 
on the Polish nation, war in the heart of Burope, everyone will feel its conse- 
quences. 


An intervention in Poland will not be so easy to carry out, by submerging it beneath 
mase indifference, as happened with Afghanistan. Europe will be the first to keenly 
feel the consequences of such an intervention, on all planes. Europe will be the 
area hardest hit by the return of the cold war, with the militarization of the 
economy and political life and the USSR's increased isolation. Within the context 
of this hypothetical war, precisely, the Left will most keenly feel the consequences 
of the USSR's aggression against Polish society. So, before it is too late, there 
must be a mobilization of all men of good will in Poland's defense, shoulder to 
shoulder with the Poles--a mobilization not only against a possible military inter- 
vention but right now against an intervention which is taking place every day, 
starting with the psychological war being waged by the Soviet Union, which has been 
stepped up considerably in recent weeks, and against the various form of pressure 
being exerted on Poland. It is necessary to mobilize right away, because if you 
begin to demonstrate your solidarity with Poland too late, this time you will have 
no excuse. You will have had long warning that the Soviet Union is prepared for an 
intervention. 
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SOLIDARITY PRINTERS INVITED BY SWEDISH UNION 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 13 Dec 80 p 22 


[Text] A group of Polish printers has been invited by the Printers Union to visit 
Sweden at the beginning of 1981. One of the purposes of the visit would be to study 
Swedish printing methods. 


The printers, who belong to the free Polish trade union movement, have given a 
preliminary affirmative anewer to the invitation. This was stated by Ture Mattsson, 
ombundeman for the Printers’ Union, who just returned from a trip throughout Poland. 
Matteson and two colleagues had been invited by Solidarity in order to assist the 
printers in getting the printing activity started. 


So far the internal information distribution has functioned very poorly. According 


to Mattsson the main reason is the lack of coordination, but also the lack of proper 
printing presses and the poor quality paper have been factors. 
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GDANSK=-KARLSKRONA FERRY SERVICE HALTED 
Stockholm DACENS NYHETER in Swedish 17 Dec 80 p 8 


[Text] The ferry connection between Karlekrona and Gdansk, the Polish Ocean Line 
[PLO] is to be suspended. The Polish shipper believes it is unable to continue 
the traffic, and cites the internal political situation. The last ferry will 
depart on 5 January. What will happen with the Nynashamn-Gdanek line is not clear. 


The Polish Ocean Line's four employees onshore in Karlekrona have been warned of 
termination. The suspension also concerns immigration police and customs personne). 


The Polish personnel onboard the ferries have protested the termination of the line 
to the shipping firm and the ministry in Warsaw. 


"The PLO shipping firm has recently received new directors, and the old directors 
have been on extended vacations,” said municipal official Bernth Johnsson in 
Karlekrona. 


The Polish Ocean Line's executive director Per-Axel Fridolfsson and Johnsson met 
last week with the directors of the Polish shipper. The Swedes got the impression 
that the Poles did not want any Western tourists in Poland right now. 


The Polish Ocean Line has operated regular traffic for a year. A while ago it 
expanded it from one to two trips a week. 
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ROMANIA 


CRITICISM OF INTERNATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 


Bucharest REVISTA ROMANA DE STUDI! INTERNATIONALE in Romanian No 1, Jan-Feb 61 
pp 67-68 


[Article by Alexandru Bolintineanu: “The 59th Conference of the International Law 
Association -- Belgrade, 18-23 August 1980") 


{Excerpts| The 59th conference of the International Law Association served as an 
occasion for a broad exchange of opinions among a large number of jurists (profes- 
sore, researchers, judges, etc from 41 countries) permitting the comparison, on a 
scientific level, of their views in the area of public and private international 
law. 


Unfortunately, instead of concentrating all their efforts on the examination of 
international cooperation in the field of human rights within a global, unitary and 
indivisible system and on the study of the major aspects of this subject, the par- 
ticipants had to give most of their attention to the draft of the minimum procedural 
regulations for international gissions of inquiry in the area of human rights. 


During the conference, the new, innovative tendencies, aiming at the elaboration of 
new norms and principles of international law, in accordance with the demands of 

all peoples and with the building of a new world system and the abolition of the 
old institutions, contrary to these demands, clashed with conservative tendencies, 
tendencies to maintain the obsolete institutions. We note, also, the continuing 
omission from the concerns of the association of subjects connected with the main- 
taining of peace and international security, with the peaceful resolution of con- 
flicts among states, with the fundamental rights and obligations of states and other 
major themes of contemporary international law. 


The more consistent vrientation of the efforts of the International Law Association 
in the directions mentioned above could be stimulated by a broader participation of 
jurists from the developing countries--poorly represented at the conference, with 
the exception of a few countries from Asia and Latin America. Such a participation 
would create greater receptivity on the part of the association and of its leader- 
ship to the requirement for the innovative development of contemporary international 
law, and to the need for increasing its contribution to the promotion of peace, 
progress and well-being for all nations and to the solution of the great problems 
of the contemporary world. 
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SHORTCOMINGS I8 GEOGRAPHIC RESRARCH, PUBLICATIONS 
Pucherent BRA SOCIALISTA in Romanian Bo 5, 5 Feb 61 pp 17-20 
aay we Cate teas be Cantte Gam “New Orientations in the Geographical Sci- 


ffexs] The evolution of geographical thought in Romania exhibite 
the tendency to orient the research in this field as such as pos- 
sible in the directions required by social practice. Under the 
conditions of the ecientific and technical revolution, the con- 
cerne of geographical research go considerably beyond the aggre- 
gate of the natural processes and phenomena. The natural, econca- 
ic and demographic structurese—-etructures in a close interpenetra- 
tion and interdependence-—-constitute geographical research's basic 
object. Consequently, penetrating deeply into material and human 
reality, geography participates, along with other eciences, in the 
preparation of forecaste, as well as in the concrete attainszent of 
the objectives of general economic and social development or that 
in territorial fora. 


@ social involvement of geographical research is now acquiring new forms, due 
to the rapid rates of economic growth and the increasing intensity of the effects 
that aankind has on the planetary coverings and, in general, on the environment's 
components. It should be borne in mind, for example, that 56 percent of the land 
area, 15 percent of the output water and about 50 percent of the annua) 
growth of foreste have come to exploited. In order to carry out economic activi- 
ties, aan extracts annually from the depths of the earth over 100 billion tons of 
8 tons of conventional fuel, throws 
into the circuit of waters 600 billion tons of industrial and domestic waste and 
emelts over 600 million tons of various metals. Farmland receives about 400 million 
tons of mineral fertiliser and over 4 million tons of herbicide. About 20 billion 
tons of other chemica) substances are dis- 


* 
i 


Such data, even expressed concisely, demonstrate that aan has become a transforming 
force on a planetary scale, exerting sore and more intensely his influence on the 
mechanisms of all naturel processes. His penetration into the depths of these proc- 
repercussions on the balance of nature, which has resulted from ite self- 
t ower sillions of years-—-there occurring, in some cases, the widening of 
gap between nature's potential capacity and society's greater and greater 
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requirements. In recent decades, the economic and social counterpart of this gap, 

@ consequence of the capitalist mode of production based on the obtaining of the 
maxigus profit in as short « time as possible, thue on the rapacious exploitation of 
naturel resources, hae been manifested in the energy and ravw-@ateriale crisis, in 
the food crisie under the conditions of the demographic explosion, these becoming 
global problems of mankind. 


in the face of such probleme that are raised on a planetary scale, geography becomes 
obligated to remode) fundamentally some of ite theoretical concepte and positions, 
asserting iteelf, at the same time, as an experimental science with transforming and 
predictive possibilities. Consequently, the body of economic and social problems, 
accentuated by the scientific and technical revolution, requires the widening of the 
spectrum of phenomena studied by geography and even the modification of the charac- 
ter of geographical disciplines known for their predominantly naturalistic sakeup. 


Another high topical element consists of the orientation of geographical research 
toward knowing as thoroughly as possible the interdependences that exist between the 
systems situated on a gacro- or sicroterritorial level--in order to distinguish the 
role of the social factors, of the production forces or of the character of the eco- 
nomic and social organization in relation to the geographical systems. The sutual 
connection between the three structures or systems substantiates the content of what 
is called the “concept of geosystes." 


The geosyetes thus involves the combining of all elements of the natural system, of 
the economic sphere and of the phic one (in the sense of human geography-- 
that is, population and settlements) into a single whole, rigorously delimited ter- 
ritorially, there thus being brought out geography's practical, social character, 
its role in distinguishing and etudying material and human conditions and resources, 
the influence of production on nature's componente or phenomena. In this spirit, 
within the geographical eciences, branches like geography of resources, economic 
Climatology, economic pedology, biceconomic geography, geography of tourism, space 
organization and arrangement, and so on are asserting themselves sore and sore of 
late. At the same time, the geographical disciplines are acquiring a more profound 
economic and social character by including in their sphere of study, in a new view, 
tertiary activities (services, science, culture and so on), primary and even second- 
ary ones. 


In is natural for the geographical sciences to be oriented toward the territorial 
whole, as well as toward types of territorial unite, of geographical tones--that is, 
toward types of geosystems. Because scientific research performed according to 
types of geosysteme offers the possibility of determining more exactly the basic 
processes that condition the relationships between nature and society on a marco- or 
microterritorial level, over a well-delimited territory, with the distinguishing of 
the relations of interaction, of the ways, laws and forme of these relations. 


Only on such an approach is it possible to base a forecast referring to the evolu- 
tion of the environment's component elements under the influence of economic, social 
and demographic development, and vice versa. 

The Imperative of Social Integration 


Before geography, as well ae other sciences whose field of concerns includes major 
aspects of the Terra global system, there are raised problems of overwhelming 


73 





importance--with mankind's actions and interventions acquiring planetary dimensions 
with a long reaoh in time, which are hard to evaluate from the viewpoint of the con- 
sequences, of the changes produced in nature's componente. Under such conditions, 
the social reality of the era requires of geography « suitable adaptation that is as 
efficient as possible, sometimes in a quite short time, for taking up on the fly and 
promptly solving the various problems. Thies requires from the geographical re- 
searchers a certain flexibility, ae well as a comprehensive general view and, at the 
wame time, a profound underetanding of the phenomena. 


At present, our geographical school possesses forces capable of approaching the en- 
tire complexity of the phenomena that characterize the social reality in Romania. 

It ie the beneficiary of a rich tradition, succeeding in asserting iteelf, since the 
end of the past century, as a science in the service of the sajor interests of the 
country. The entire research and educational activity performed by valuable contin- 
gente of geographical specialists reste on ite theoretical foundations, springing 
from the scientific, creative assumption of the dialectical- and torical-—materi- 
alietic view. Worke of synthesis like "A Geografic al RSR" Geographical 
Atlas of the Socialist blic of and regional s like “Monografia 
Geografica a Romaniei" Geographical Monograph of or "Ge ia Vaii 
Dunarii Romanesti" Geography of the Valley of the Romanian Danu reflect the 
concerne of the geographical researchers for thoroughly studying the probleme raised 
by social practice in our country. Various other studies and research are also in 


progress, including also those cted with the preparation of basic works, such 
as “Tratatul Geografie a RSR" Treatise of Geography of the Socialist Repyubd- 
lic of Roman (in siz volumes), the series of "Dictionare Judetelor RSR" /Dic- 
tionaries of the Counties of the Socialist Republic of , the *tudy 
"“Modernizarea si Urbanizarea Asezarilor din Romania" Modernization and 
Urbanization of Rural Settlements in and 80 on. 


However, examining more closely this research activity performed on a rather wide 
front of geographical knowledge, one can state that, in some cases, it is possible 
to encounter tendencies to approach and perform research in an “atomistic” tradi- 
tional manner, in the sense of breaking the whole into ite component parte and ana- 
lyting it apart from the general connections. As a rule, such a way of working in 
research leads to a unilateral evaluation of the development of the phenomena and 
especially of the operation of the geographical systems. In fact, it is a question 
of persevering in the utilization of the classic gsethods of research in geography, 
which partly has its explanation in the predominantly naturalistic view in which 
some of our researchers were trained in past decades, but also in the convenience of 
limiting the activity to what is long since known—in other words, of taking “beaten 
paths." 


This ies precisely why the results of some researchers, even with long years of expe- 
rience, stay at the same level, their work being limited to the application of meth- 
ode used decades ago, methods that can no longer satisfy either theoretically or 
practically the current requirements in geographical research. Courage in approach- 
ing the new, in giving up the classic, descriptive-annalistic style of research on 
reality is necessary under the conditions in which social practice calle for attrac- 
tive options and for responsibility. 


Confrontations of opinions in an organized form, discussions centered around prob- 
lems of the most topical sort--discussions held in an atmosphere of work, free of 








manifestations of formaliem or festiveness that are still encountered in some theo- 
retical discussions or annual sessions of scientific papere--are necessary in order 
to eliminate such shortcomings. 


An important role in improving the sethodology of geographical research goes to the 
training of researchers and teaching personne] by means of the doctoral prograa. 
Besides the good results obtained in this direction, the cases in which the effi- 
ciency of the doctoral worke remains debatable are not few. Because many of such 
worke are devoted to restricted territories, delimited mainly according to external, 
scenic criteria, of which a monographic description with an encyclopedic character 
16 made, they thus not having a social and economic finalisation or an instructional 
utility. Not to mention that the doctoral works (theses) are known, most of the 
time, only by the few reviewers and, of course, by the representatives of the higher 
diploma commission. However, precisely these kinds of works, resulting from an ac- 
tivity of original research, should be promoters of the latest wethods of geographi- 
cal investigation, ae in any other field. 


However, not only the doctoral theses but aleo the various works released by pub- 
lishing houses could contribute more to renovating the geographical view and method- 
ology in close connection with social practice's requirements. In general, regard- 
ing the publishing output in the field of geography, the need is felt for a greater 
thematic diversity and an increase in the promptness in publishing the books, there 
being abandoned mammoth volumes, which are very costly and which often overburden 
the bookshops. 


For years on end, the Stiintifica si Enciclopedica Publishing House was the most 
productive one in the field of the geography book. Recently, however, due in part 
also to the lack of organized ties with the Institute of Geography and the institu- 
tions of higher learning, its contribution to promoting the new directions in geog- 
raphy and geographic methodology has become insignificant. It may be necessary for 
all the publishing houses, regardless of their specialty, to correlate their activi- 
ty with that of the research and educational unite, ae the Publishing House of the 
Academy and the Didactica si Pedagogica Publishing House are doing to a considerable 
extent. Only under such conditions will the production of scientific books be able 
to reflect the real concerns of scientific research, helping to promote the nev. 


The social involvement of the geographical sciences is also achieved by means of 
schoolbooks. It can be asserted that, in recent years, the preparation of geography 
textbooks has followed a rising course, generated largely also by the substantial 
changes occurring in the structure and the position of the geographical disciplines 
in the curricula. quantitatively, the resulte can be considered satisfactory. 
Qualitatively, however, they are debatable. For example, three types of "Geografia 
Patriei” /The Homeland's Geog textbooks alternated in past years, there final- 
ly being adopted a “synthesis-textbook" that nevertheless cannot be of a nature to 
satisfy the requiremgents for a gsodern geographical education. Informative material 
about the geographical unite of the country or simple statistical and economic in- 
formation, which cannot ensure the formation in pupils of geographical thought based 
on logical correletions and interdependences, predominate in the “Geografia Patriei" 
textbooks for the 4th and 8th grades, as well as the 12th grade. Such structural 
deficiencies in the schoolbooks are reflected especially in the level of the written 
work in the competitive examinations for admission to higher education. 
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Consequently, a better correspondence between the content of school geography and 
that of geography ae a science is necessary. The tendencies toward inertia in this 
regard are aleo manifested in the insufficient concern for including in school new 
directions in geography with a high applicative potential, such ae geography of re- 
sources, of services, urban and rura) geography, not to mention geographical cartog- 
raphy, a totally deficient field. In thie regard, there must be in geography text- 
booke a more concrete reflection of the new directions in economic and social devel- 
Opuent--especially in territorial form, on a national level, as well as a world 
level--and of the new orientations and achievements in geographical research. 


The requirement of abandoning beaten paths is also valid in the case of preparing 
the synthetic geographical studies, of rethinking the content of some basic works in 
progress. Foy instance, a work of vast proporti such as “Tratatul de Geografie 
a Romaniei" Treatise of Geography of should go beyond the stage of vo- 
luminous informative and descriptive syntheses about our country. Besides this, in 
my Opinion, it may be necessary for it to respond to very current trends and orien- 
tations in Romanian and world geography, such ae geographical forecasting, geography 
of resources, environmental protection and improvement, space organization, urbani- 
zation and modernization of human settlements, geographical cartography and so on. 


The symptoms of conventionaliem, of the descriptive approach in geographical thought 
are also favored by the specialized periodical publications, which exhibit a predi- 
lection for study-articles with a determinative character, devoted to minor aspects, 
without a sufficient involvement in observing and analyzing the most topical social 
problems, 


A Wider View on Nature-Society Relationships 


The elimination of the lags along the front of the geographical sciences is, of 
course, strongly conditioned by the training of the body of geographers in the sys- 
tem of higher education, as well ase by the way in which geographical research is 
viewed within the framework of social control. 


In connection with the training of geographers, I feel that the current structuring 
of the specialized faculties, in the form of “geography--a foreign language," was 
really necessary and suited to a certain stage, a stage that is nonetheless now cat- 
egorically past. In order for the geographical specialists to respond with compe- 
tence and efficiency to the major current and future probleme, 1 feel that it is 
necessary to give them a makeup with gore marked applicative possibilities, such as 
“geography-space organization,” “geography-economics,”" “geography-environmental pro- 
tection,” “geography-touriam” and so on. Likewise, geographical research's orienta- 
tion and makeup could be reconsidered. 


We have an institute of geography integrated into the Faculty of Geology and Geogra- 
phy at the University of Bucharest. It is a well-delineated and efficient place. 
But we are now in a stage of economic and social development in which the problems 
of the environment's quality, of ite protection and conservation, of the organiza- 
tion and arrangement of the territory and the localities require much more concreti- 
tation and participation. It would thus be natural for the institute to which we 
referred to have a makeup corresponding to the current problems, which would help to 
eliminate the traditionalistic view--like the one mentioned earlier--in geographical 
thought and research, as well as to more actively involve this science in dealing 





with urgent requirements, In consequence, it would be necessary for the present in- 
atitute “of geography" to acquire a complex makeup, so that ite functional structure 
corresponds to immediate practical requirements (an institute of geography, space 
organization and environmental protection). In such an institute, problems of envi- 
ronmental quality and space organization, which are so topical, would find their so- 
lution, there being widened at the same time the view on the whole set of problems 
regarding the relationships between nature and society. 


The above considerations are based on the finding that the aggregate of the problems 
of the interaction between society and nature, under the conditions of the scientif- 
ic and technical revolution, is--no matter how paradoxical thie may seem--still in- 
sufficiently substantiated from a theoretical viewpoint, although these problems, 
among which the influence exerted by society's economic activity on the environment 
occupies a priority place, are in the center of the attention of many sciences. The 
true causes of the negative influence of physical and chemical factors on natural 
ecosystems, as well as the forecasting of the environment's “backlash” to anthropo- 
genic intervention, the admissible limit of this intervention in order to obtain an 
optimum equilibrium between the necessity of environmental protection and that of 
intensive utilization of resources--all these things are still approached too 
slightly by the geographical sciences, as well as other sciences, The consequences 
of this situation come to light especially in the achievement of big technical proj- 
ects, like hydroelectric power systems, drainage and so on, in the cases in which, 
besides the positive results anticipated, unpleasant surprises (excessive pollution, 
the intensification of natural processes, like soil erosion, salinization or swamp- 
ing, the silting of storage lakes, the deterioration of forest resources, the reduc- 
tion of piscicultural potential), which require the execution of unforeseen extra 
work at great expense, appear later. 


In order to prepare well-substantiated forecasts, there must be as comprehensive a 
fund of information as possible, achieved on the basis of the most modern and effi- 
cient means of observation and analysis, regarding the current state of the environ- 
ment, within whose limits the big projects for changing it are to be achieved, and 
regarding the possible consequences of the aggregate of these changes produced by 
the development of industry, agriculture, transportation and so on. 


By ite very character as a science of natural, economic and geodemographic territo- 
rial structures, geography possesses many bridges of connection with other sciences 
that participate in studying the earth from various angles. In this regard, there 
must be more active collaboration by the geographers with the specialists in other 
institutes with a tangential specialty. 


Basic Directions of Geographical Research 


The profound social integration of geography is the only means by which it is possi- 
ble to ensure the humanization of its various disciplines with a naturalistic make- 
up, as well as the avoidance of tendencies toward gratuitous modernism. 


A system of thought and practical action based on the profound analysis of the pres- 
ent realities, as well as of the requirements for future development, with the ex- 

tremely strong involvement of all scientific research, stands out strikingly in the 
programmatic documents of the i2th party congress. The requirements for the harmo- 
nious, balanced development of all zones and localities, for the continual growth of 
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material production and economic efficiency, for the better utilization and the 
economisation of resources are necessities with deep social implications, which di- 
mension, in fact, geographical research's spheres of action. 


In the resolution of the 12th Congress of the Romanian Communist Party it says! 

"The congress approves the Program for boonomic and Social Development of Romania in 
Territorial Form in the 1961-1985 Period, which provides the necessary framework for 
the balanced placement of the production forces on the territory, the better utili- 
sation of the material and labor resources existing in each zone, the convergence of 
the counties with regard to the level of grose output and the use of labor re- 
sources, the syetematization and modernisation of the network of cities and com- 
munes." <A new, superior view on geographical space and ite functions is drawn from 
this. 


The basic epatial unite at whose level complex economic and social analyses are 
achieved are the counties, cities and communes. In view of the role that the coun- 
ties, cities and communes have ae territorial, administrative and political forma- 
tions with various natural, social and economic structures, it is necessary that ge- 
ographical space itself be understood in a such more concrete, better-dimensioned 
sense than by means of the physical forms, of one rank or another, encountered in 
various zones. 


In the sense of the orientations established by our party, geographical space is 
thus regarded as an obj ctive reality that functions as an open, dynamic systen, 
generating a continual exchange with the outeide, in accordance with the necessities 
of its internal circulation and organization. Geographical space ie a natural prod- 
uct of human activity. It is part of society's overall organization, thus being 
perfectible in accordance with its needs and goals. From this come the basis objec- 
tives that confront geography as a science with a practical character to a high de- 
gree. 


Under the conditions of the current economic and social development in territorial 
form, it is thus necessary to orient geography toward the practical actions of plan- 
ning the production forces at a level of the commune, the city, the county, the 
economy as a whole. In this way, geography ae a science acquires social possibili-~ 
ties by means of the contribution that it makes to the development of the methodo- 
logical basis of planning, to the scientific substantiation of the policy of econonm- 
ic and socia) planning in territorial form, to a better utilization of space—thus 
providing greater efficiency in developing the economy and the achievement of ra- 
tional proportions of growth in territorial form, on the basie of the complex evalu- 
ation of the natural resources, of the economic and social ones in all zones of the 
country. 


The new view on geographical space is closely connected with the provisions estab- 
lished by the 12th party congress in reference to increasing the economic and social 
role of the small and middle-sized cities in the general development of the country, 
provisions that outline an original urban strategy. Socialist industrialization at 
constant rates has caused, naturally, profound changes in the economic foundation 
and the demographic structure of all categories of cities, has generated strong eco- 
nomic and social ties between them and the surrounding zones or their sphere of in- 
fluence. Such territorial “welds” lead, objectively, to a certain ecouomic and so- 
cial hierarchization of the urban centers, giving riee, at the same time, to a 








certain orientation in the future evolution of each category of cities. in thie 
way, the tendencies toward hypertrophy, ae well as those toward hypotrophy of the 
localities, are avoided--with the growth of the economic and social role of the 
mall and widdle-sised cities providing clear prospects in the evolution of the 
process of urbanisation, in the harmonious development of a1) sones of the country. 


The numerical growth of the population and the raising of the quality of life are 
foremost realities that orient the whole view on genera) economic social develop- 
ment, including in territorial form, In the speech at the opening of the proceed- 
inge of the World Population Congress, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out that 
“in approaching the problem of population it is necessary to start from the fact 
that gan constitutes the decisive factor in economic and social progress." Indeed, 
population does represent the essential element in the progress, vitality and pro- 
duction force of society--in the final analysis, the supreme goal of and reason for 
any activity. 


The basic concepte and the methodology of the geographical sciences aust be changed 
in accordance with this. Because, under the new conditions, geography can no longer 
be limited just to descriptions of beautiful landscapes or to the relating of trav- 
els. “oday, geography's basic orientation must be research on the complex of fac- 
tore that determine or influence the appearance of the various sones, regions, coun- 
tries or continents, including in ite ephere of study the optimisation of the utili- 
sation of natural resources, of the natural, economic and social territorial struc- 
tures--in order to achieve, in the final amalysies, the devising of the theory of the 
transformation and guidance of the environment in the interest of man's existence 
and development. 


Having such a. orientation and starting from the taske that confront all scientific 
research in the new five-year period, the geographers have the duty to put in che 
forefront of their activity the attribute of the bigh responsibility of contributing 
to the utilisation of economic and social potential, of #11 national wealth to the 
utmost. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


MAJOR'S CRITICISMS DRAW REJOLNDERS PROM YOUTH JOURNALS 
Editorial Note 
Belgrade OMLADINSKE NOVINE in Serbo-Croation 17 Jan 81 pli 


[Text] The interview with Bora Cosic, which we published under the title "The 
Artist must be Independent” in October, served Nandor Major as an illustration of 
the critical opposition activity of thie writer. Here we are publishing parte of 
the text from BORBA and Bora Cosic's letter. 


It is apparent that Nandor Major's commente about current ideological and political 
trends in Yugoslav culture, which was printed by BORBA in 5 installments in the 
middle of last month, have aroused great interest among cultural workers and the 
broad public. 


Two issues ago, our newspaper published an article in which we expressed our dis- 
agreement with the manner in which Nandor Major had criticised the Zagreb youth 
organization for giving the "Seven League of Communist Youth of Yugoslavia 
Secretaries" award for mus. al creativity to the Ljubljana rock group "Pankrti 
(the Bastards)." Just as that text did not mean we were enthusiastic about the 
music being created by the boys from Ljubljana, in the same way our selecting of 
just this part of the lengthy text from BORBA did not indicate our agreement with 
all the other positions of Nandor Major. 


Recently we received a letter from the writer Bora Cosic. Attentive readers 
certainly remember that we published an interview with this writer, under the 
title “The Artist Must be Independent,” in the 19 October issue. That wae Bora 
Cosic's first interview in 5 years. Nandor Major cites precisely that interview 
several times, showing the opposition critical activity of this writer. 


We have decided to publish part of Nandor Major's commentary, where it relates to 
literature, *and Bora Cosic's letter, for the following reasons: 


1, We feel an obligation to our commentator and believe that he must receive the 
opportunity to defend himself ragarding the statements in this newspaper 





*Transiated in JPRS 77217, 22 January 1981, EAST EUROPE: POLITICAL, SOCIOLOGICAL 
AND MILITARY AFFAIRS, No 1844, pages 66-67 











2, We have re-read the interview in question carefully again, and nowhere have 
we found the malicious intentions of Bora Cosic to, as Nandor Major states, turn 
the young generation of film artiete againet the policies of the League of Commu- 
niete and thie society. 


3, We do not know the criteria that have been used to proclaim Bora Cosic as an 
“opposition element." Until that te established, the editorial board of this 
newspaper will continue to be firmly convinced that the pages of OMLADINSKE NOVINE 
are closed to all who are opposed to our revolution, to freedom, self-management, 
socialism, brotherhood and unity. 


Response from Cosic 
Belgrade OMLADINSKE NOVINE in Serbo-Croation 17 Jan 81 p 11 
{Letter from the author Bora Cosic) 


[Text] In his most recent “piano-tuning" review, of considerable length and great 
stylistic range, Nandor Major cordially and frequently pointed out to me, in the 
manner that has become customary for this specialty, what is "left" and what is 
“right” in our ideological music-making. He noted which instruments can be re- 
garded as suitable, and which in the same way, but just a little less, of our 
intellectual musical instruments can be left to play as they are playing, which 
ones await a fundamental and unpostponable tuning, and which ones can only be 
relegated to the rummage sale and the junk heap. In thie first, authorized regard, 
I did not fare so badly. I am not one of the first group, a melodious and polished 
violin, but neither am I an ordinary opposition contrabass, from which, instead 

of any sort of music, there emits a stream of future enemy explosions. 


In fact, Nandor Major does not really know what to do with me, For after all, some 
music is heard from my literary instrument, and there are signs that this music will 
again be given bouquets and medals by our official literary judges, and it is good 
that it is so, and if it is not good, then at least we are not totally in favor of 
locking the gates of our miniature reading palace to keep out thie melody. That 
this has been the case for a number of years, my god, everything can happen, and 
there are many worse cases. History is full of terrible examples that largely, 

and fortunately, are not ours, but which are very bad and which it would be very 
inappropriate to pull out of our personal complaint files. 


The misfortune is only in the fact that this esteemed clique of officials, advanced 
to the ranks of writers of reviews, opinions and conclusions, this thin storming 
detachment, sacrificed to small disturbances of the peace and simple sorties to 
concert halls, and which no wise person even during the time of the most current 
current events gave any consideration to, who as good societal types of mortar 
launchers of bombs at our cultural polygon, did not disintegrate long ago. They 
changed, not only their bad habits of panting and yelling, but their profession, 

as they withdrew from the front lines of battle, from the first newspaper columns 
and the front benches of numerous plenary sessions back into completely non-rectoral, 
non-evaluative, and non-meritorious holes, from which they had come. It would be 
hard to recall even their names, although their traces can be found relatively 
easily in the files of our newspapers. 
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The Jawbonea of Dialectice 


But here ie how things etand now, if we leave off the etylistic figures, and try 
to sift thie quasi-dialectical jumble of Namdox Major's to find coherent facte and 
recognizable circumstances, 


Some leaders of our cinematographic "firat wave," he etates, request reevaluation 
and reshowing of their works, Where? In the movie halle. To whom? To individ- 
vals, to pereons, to viewers, to the public of this country. And thie after the 
evaluations that have once been noted down and that can no longer be reevaluated? 
On what basie do they request this? Boletered by the fact that some books that 
were disputed at the beginning of the seventies have been reissued. Who challenged 
them? Probably some comrades. How did they challenge them? They asserted that 
they were “in part anti-socialiet pamphlets." And how then have they been published 
now, either in full or in part? Im full. What will our dean say about that? the 
public? And the reviews? They have not been revised, there is no need for that. 
lt appears that we are publishing books that have been perceived to be loathsome 
pamphlets, and yet we aseert that they should be available to the public? In one 
way or another? 


Where then is the fault in their being published again? In the fact that it encour- 
ages the leaders of the black wave, who on their part are again etriving to push 
their own films into the movie theaters. How did this uproar begin, these 
divergences and these various outcomes? In that, organized socialist forces did 

not deport themselves as best they might. Why not? Because the disputed books of 
Bora Cosic were reissued, and it seemed to him that thereby the earlier evaluations 
were revised, but they were not, 


What books are those? For example, “The Role of ay Family in the World Revolution." 
Had there been some sort of presentation based on that book? There had been, but 
it was removed from the repertory after about 100 performances. Why? Because it 
was decided that it belonged to the numbers of those works that were not in keeping 
with the spirit of our strivings. And what elee? And that it should be included 
in that list. What list? The list of negatively evaluated plays. Who prepared 
that list? Some comrades, and by god, an actress from the same presentation 
refused to sing a song that she had previously sung numerous times, and so another 
actor in another play did something similar, and a professor of dramatic art 
praised their actions as true examples of etiquette in the theater. What happened 
to the film of the same name? It was made, but the producer stated that he had 
opposed it, and later, when the thing was already produced, he stated that he was 
opposed to showing it. 


vo that the producer fought against the exhibiting of his own film? That's right. 
So the actress fought for the removal from performances of a presentation in which 
she had performed a 100 times. Well yes. How can that be? That is how the 
organized socialist forces did not deport themselves as well as they might have. 


A Game of Hide and Seek 


What else can be attributed to a writer who, despite the fact that in 1973 his 
books were declared to be ant‘*cctalist pamphlets, is publishing the same ones again, 








and one of hie new ones te even receiving an award? That he interferes in the 
affaire of other writers. Who and how? Here the matter of the Kovac case te 
raised, What happened in that case? He was awarded a prize, and then it was de- 
Clared that the prise wae not awarded, What does Cosic want regarding that? He 
ascribes to the League of Communists acts done by individuals, about which the LCY 
has no comment, and which try to show some people, despite their new, progressively 
toned books, as being in conflict with the LCY. 


And what had BORBA printed on 19 January 19737 In a 6-hour discussion at the 
previous night's meeting of the Valjevo Assembly communist councilmen's unit, the 
question of the award to Mrrko Kovac's book was raieed again. And what else? A 
resolution was adopted by which the municipal assembly was requested to approve a 
resolution stating that thie award wae regarded as not being awarded, Why thie 
now? In the matter, organized socialist forces had not deported themselves in the 
best manner. But at least they would be able to find their way in the non-dialec~ 
tical, Major labyrinth. How would they find their path if Nandor Major shoved 
them into a new syntagma, into a new organizational form in addition to the old 
ones that are etill valid. 


Could our cultural situation be transformed into a game of hide and seek? Ise it 

not a fact that in the period involved there were evaluations, decisions and results 
that were detrimental to our culture and thereafter, to our socialist forces’? Is 
that true or fen't it? If we accept thie as the real fact, we can expect an open 
dialogue that awaite us in the future. If we want to talk, we will have to accept 
the truth about a time when the actors did not know what was playing, nor the 
producers what they were producing, until it was subsequently explained to them. 

Any other interference, rambling and jabber that takes account of the immediate, 
pragmatic demands of the moment and not of the historically based documentation can 
experience, and I believe already is experiencing, ite defeat by plebescite. 


Purther Criticiem of Cosic 
Belgrade POLITIKA in Serbo-Croatian 31 Jan 81 p 12 
[Article by Radivoj Cveticanin] 


[Text] In a recent interview to OMLADINSKE NOVINE, the writer Bora Cosic revived 
the case with the "Milovan Glisic” award, which was given and then withdrawn in 
Valjevo from Mirko Kovac. Cosic said the following in answering a question about 
“bans and their criteria.” “You know, it can be said that there are difficult and 
bad examples. If an award is given and then annulled, as in the Kovac case with 
the "Milovan Clisic” award, ....those are certainly bad things, but I think that 
they are not of 4 lasting nature.” 


That, and some other statements in the interview, provoked rather extensive polemics 
(which are not the subject here), in which Bora Cosic continued to expand upon his 
views concerning the Valjevo award to Kovac. In essence, the entire affair boils 
down to Cosic's opinion that “from 1972 and for several years thereafter, we had 

a mild form of cultural revolution, regardless of how it might later be evaluated 
and established. 











In the latest number of the magazine [IDEJE (No 6-7, 1980) in an interview that was 
exemplary in many waye, bara Krivokapic spoke with Mirko Kovac. The text filled 
some 40 pages, and included comments on the disputed award, Kovac said, "That 
means nothing, those are all external matters, all recognition and judgement, all 
superficial manifestations compared to what ie happening within me. 


Five years after the "Valjevo episode," Kovac polished and published a new edition 
of “The Wounds of Luka Mestrevic," the book that wae the object of the case, Kovac 
stated, “One of my advisors said, ‘Don't correct that book, that way you will only 
prove to those who attacked you that they were right.’ But I am revising this 

for me, not for them. In any case, the revisions in thie book are of an esthetic 
nature, and they are not subject to the taste of those who faulted me. it is not 
revieed to cater to anyone or to justify ite new appearance, Believe me, it is 

a4 matter of personal purging." 


You, the reader, can best decide who can best sum up an occurrance that took place 
in Valjevo in 1973, the injured writer Kovac or the uninvolved writer Cosic. 


Editorial Sckepticiem 
Belgrade MLADOST in Serbo-Croatian 23 Jan 81 p 3 
[Article by Zoran Erak) 


Text] The polemics that have been seen in these spaces eve revolved around the 
ost diverse things, so as to become practically an unavoidable part of the milieu 
of the times, regardless of the fact that we often declare that the level of debate 
not infrequently has descended to the lowest levels of discourse between two (or 
more) adversaries. When we start to carry on polemics about how to carry on 
polemics, once again we can often find disqualifying notes of dialogue directed at 
the opposite opinion. It would be logical to expect that at least in these 
columns, we would retain the necessary academic tolerance, and particularly that 
we would be unburdened by the “positions” of the debaters. For it is not rare 
for a political or some other “firm” hierarchical or similar scale on which the 
debatere hold a position to have an important role in determining the relationship 
of the facilitators of the polemics (newspapers, journale and tribunes) toward 
individual participants in it. 


Unfortunately, we cannot particularly praise either the volume or the quality of 

the polemics that are being aimed at particular political content, all the more so 
since among individuals they are often regarded as necessities and as possibilities 
to use an individual with formal authority, in the name of a “forum,” to debate 
some question that they regard as worthy of ideological political analysis and 
determination in favor of current, daily political action. Here very often 
difficulties arise, since such presentations of determined positions often retaliate 
instead of contributing. 


A frequent troit of s 4h preser-ation, that is, of those pronouncements that are 
supposed to be more or less official reactions to some of our “excesses” or the 
problems of our daily existence, unfortunately is extreme generalization and the 
manipulation of undebated evaluations, which for this democratic time are at least 





irrational, The question ariees as to whether these polemics, with euch an 
approach, are necessary at a1] and thus politically justified, We think the anewer 
would have to be: nol 


Por example, the evaluation that recently appeared on several matters of ideolo~ 
gical and political trends in the sphere of culture and cultural creativity, as 
stated by Nandor Major, executive secretary of the Presidium of the LCY Central 
Committee, provoked numerous reactions not only in part of our presse (but certainly 
not in that part that uncritically tranemitted euch contemplations), but aleo in 
the public in general. But some reactions do not make the pages of newspapers, 
either of those that published “incriminating” reporte or those that by nature of 
their conceptions must have interest in euch content. Naturally, we exclude the 
possibility of a ban on such commente by “official persons," but a mumber of 
questions remain....They are directed first of all at the editorial boards of the 
newapapere themselves, 


In the case in question (the critical review of the awarding of a significant 
prize to the Ljubljana group “Pankrti (the Bastards)", followed by contemplation 
about “similar” authors, ae well ae domestic dissidents"), there have been quite 
a few comments and assertions -ase with an axe,- for it to be absolutely necessary 
to determine that they came from the pen of Nandor Major, a citizen who has a right 
to his opinion, along with the assurance that these same assertions can hardly be 
cloaked in the mantle of some political organization in which citizen Major has 
an important function. We disregard the fact that individuals can often state 
that opposing a functionary is moet often opposition to a line, to a policy, to a 
concrete determination of the League of Communists! It is very fortunate that we 
have passed the time of one-sidednese (monolithic unity) of opinion, and therefore 
it is not in the least insignificant to note how functionaries come out publicly 
and how they present and argue for their opinions and assertions. At least from 
them we must expect that they will be tolerant, clear and trustworthy to the end. 


Criticiem of ‘MLADOST’ 
Belgrade BORBA in Serto-Croatian 31 Jan 61 p 9 
[Article signed K. D.) 


{Text} Here Zoran Erak has aleo made his pronouncement on current ideological and 
political questions of culture with his article "On the occasion,” which appeared 

in MLADOST on 23 Jaouary. It turne owt that the occasion for this “On the occasion” 
was the article by Nandor Major in BOR®A during December of last year, but also, 
-obviously- Erak has some other “occasions” in sind. 


But since Erak adds his article to the pleas for debate and polemics, it turns out 
that he is actually right regarding his own text when he asserts that “the level 
of polemics not infrequently descends to the lowest levels of discourse." That 
doubtless is where he logical y chose to take his title from the popular saying 
“He who with an axe.” For it is just as though with an axe. 


The well-intentioned reader would hope that on the occasion of Nandor Major's 
series of articles, he @ight hear and read that desired critical word that disputes 





the theses and evaluations presented, and presente other, different ones, that 

are argumentative and cultured, seeking that sought-after dialogue that will help 
to pose the problems in better relief and move the social and cultural situation 
forward in a democratic manner. Sut, alas, in thie "On the occasion,” there te 
nothing of that which the writer himself pleas for. Inetead, quite a few 
etiquettes and disqualifications are presented, while Erak himself is most tor- 
mented by the fact, as he aseerts, that polemics are burdened by a “hierarchical 
scale," that they contain formulations that have been overcome, that the newspapers 
have “uncritically transmitted such contemplations” (that is, Nandor Major's series), 
and particularly that some reactions (to those texte) have not been able to reach 
the pages of the newspapers (which ie not true). And now Erak reveale hie secret 
reflection: he publicly excludes the possibility of a ban by “the officials," but 
in fact, hopes to suggest that that is what is in question here. 


Happily, Zoran, we really have overcome the time of one-sidedness (monolithic unity) 
of opinion, and in “these spaces of ours” we are not obliged to, as it were, fall 
into line and think and act according to the recipe of Major's opponents, or the 
previously mentioned writer in MLADOST. For they are not only bothered by che 
positions presented in a series of articles in BORBA (although they have fairly 
fallen upon them), but aleo by the very fact that a functionary has written and the 
newepapers have published it. Thus they think and hope that only they have a right 
to public speech, and so polemics are reserved only for them and for the theses 

that they agereseively tranemit, wrapped, of course in cellophane of “truth,” 
“Democracy,” etc. 


A man actually becomes somewhat frightened by the democracy and polemic nature 
that is served up “as with an axe.” 
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